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iieeas eat memeeneensae epepesceesea 


from the Secretary of State, transmitting, in obe- 
dience to a resolution of the 11th ultimo, a state- 
ment of the names, dutics, salaries, &c., of the | 
several clerks employed in his Department; which | 
was referred to the Committee of Ways and | 
Means, and ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, | 
similar communications heretofore received from | 
other Departments were also referred to the Com- | 
mittee of Ways and Means. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter | 
from the Secretary of War, transmitting a state- 
ment of the contracts entered into by the Depart- | 
ment for the year 1835, under the act of 2lst 
April, 1810. 

»PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, ETC. 


Petitions, &c. were presented, on leave, b 
Messrs. SHIELDS, BOND, andANTHONY. 

(Mr. Suteps presented, and had referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 
the petition of sundry citizens of the counties of 
Wayne and Hardin, Tennessee, praying the es- 
tablishment of a post route from Waynesboro to 
Savannah, Tennessee. 

Mr. Bonp stated that he had just received four | 
memorials from a large number of most respect- 
able citizens of Ross county, in the State of Ohio, | 
relating to an object of great importance to that | 
and other portions of that State, and the encour- | 
agement of which would, he believed, materially | 
promote the interest of the United States in the | 
construction, as proposed by a recent act of the 
General Assembly of Ohio, of a turnpike road 
from Zanesville, in Ohio, to Maysville, in Ken- | 
tucky, intended as a connecting link in the exten- 
sion of the great western turnpike road from | 
Zanesville to Maysville and Lexington, in Ken- | 
tucky, to Nashville, in ‘Tennessee, Florence in 
Alabama, and so on to New Orleans. The me- 
morialists pray the aid of Congress; and as the 
subject isalready before the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, Mr. B. asked and obtained the spe- | 
cial permission of the House now to refer the | 
said memorials to that committee; and they were | 
referred accordingly.] 


NEW POST ROUTES. 


On motion of Mr. JONES, of Michigan, it was | 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and | 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a post route from Warsaw, in Lilinois, via Keo- 
kuck, Wisconsin Territory, to Fort Des Moines. 

Resolved, That the Cominittee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of | 
establishing the following post roads in Michigan: From 
Detroit, in Wayne county, to Fort Gratiot, in St. Clair 
county, on the United States military road; from Mount 
Clemens, in Macomb county, to Lapeer, in Lapeer county ; 
from Plymouth Corners, in Wayne county, to Dexter, in | 
Washington county, through Salem, Northfield, and Web- | 
ster; from Monroe, in Monroe county, to Tecumseh, in 
Lenawee county, on the La Plaisance bay road; from To- | 
ledo, in Monroe county, to Adrian, in Lenawee, through | 
Whiteford and Paimyra; from Maumee, in Ohio, toJones- | 
ville, in Hillsdale county, “om Whiteford, Canandaigua, 
and Laneville 3; from Saline, in Washtenaw county, to Lou- 
don, in Monroe county, through York; from Detroit, in 
Wayne county, to Utica, in Macomb county, on the terri- | 

road; from Detroit, in Wayne county, to Kent, in 
Kent county, by Howell ; from Clinton, in Lenawee county, 
to Kent,in Kent county, by Napoleon and Jacksonburg ; | 
from Coldwater, in Branch county, to St. Joseph, in Ber- 
rien county, by Centreville and Cassopolis ; from Kalama- 
z00, in Kalamazoo county, to Kalamazoo, in Allegan coun- 
Be by ; from Battle Creek, in Calhoun county, to 
ent, in Kent county, y Geloster ; from*Ann Arbor, in 
Wedaen county, to Ponteack, in Oakland county, by 
Whitinore’s Lake, Green Oak. Lyon, and Walled Lake ; 
from Battle Creek, in Calhoun county, to Schooleraft, in 
by Climax prairie; from Bellevue, in 
Eaton county, to Mid i », in county, by Hast- 
wees ‘ort Defiance, in Ohio, to Adrian, in Lenawee 
» by Canan a; from Michigan city, in Indiana, 
to Grand Haven, in Ottawa county, by New Buffalo, St. 
Joseph, K in county, and Saugatuck, in 
Ottawa county ; from Iowa, in Lowa county, to Sangamon, 
in county, by the mouth of the Maple river ; 
or to Geloster, by Kalamazoo, in Kalamazoo 

county. 


NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. JARVIS, from the Committee on Naval 
to whom had been referred the amend- 
ments of the Senate to the naval service bill, 
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reported the same, with amendments to those || 


prepoved by the Senate; which were committed. | 
Mr. J. gave notice that he should call up the | 
bill at one o’clock to-day. 


PATENTS FOR PUBLIC LANDS. 

A bill from the Senate to give effect to patents 
for public lands, issued in the name of deceased 

ersons, was read twice. 

Mr. VINTON briefly explained the provisions | 
of the bill, and offered an amendment to the same; | 
when— 

After some conversation between Messrs. 
THOMAS, BELL, and the CHAIR, upona point | 
of order connected with the disposition of the 
bill— 

Mr. BOON moved that it be committed to the 
Committee on Public Lands; which was agreed to. 


SENATE BILLS REFERRED. 


The following joint resolutions and bills from 
the Senate were read twice, and committed: 
A joint resolution authorizing the Secretary of | 
War to correct certain mistakes; stat 
A joint resolution to change the time of making | 
contracts for the transportation of the mail; | 
A bill for the relief of Duncan L. Clinch; 
A bill for the relief of Christopher T. Bailey; | 
A joint resolution to confirm the grants made | 
by Georgia of certain lands in Alabama; 
A bill in addition to the act for the relief of the | 


legal representatives of George Hurlbut, deceased; || 
A bill for the relief of the legal representatives |, 


of Gustavus B. Horner, deceased; and | 


A bill in addition to the act for the relief of the |) 


legal representatives of Lucy Bond and Hannah 
Douglas. 


tion of the Cumberland road was read the third | 
time. 

Mr. MASON, of Ohio, entered into a history 
of the facts Connected with the location of the | 
Cumberland road in Ohio, and opposed at length 
the change in the location of the road provided 
for in the bill under consideration. 

Mr. CRANE replied to the views of his col- 
league, and advocated the passage of the bill. Be- 
fore he had concluded ‘his remarks, the hour of | 
one arrived; and 

The SPEAKER announced the special order 

| 





| 
| 


of the day. 
DISTRICT BANKS. 


| 


committee of the committee appointed to inquire 
into the affairs of the banks in the District have 
leave to sit during the sessions of the House; 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, and in fur- | 
ther execution of the special order of the 26th of 


January last, the House resolved itself into the | 
port of the Army for the year 1836.” 


,000,’’ by striking out this sum and inserting 
$1,224,301. 
The other motion was the following amend- | 
ment, submitted by Mr. Mercer: strike out the | 
whole clause, and insert: 


For the purchase or construction of a foundery for ord- ! 
nance at such places as the ane of War, with the 
approbation of the President of the United States, may 
select, and for defraying the expenses of conducting the 
uperations of such foundery for one year, including the 
purchase of necessary tools and materials, the sum of 
hundred thousand dollars ; and that the further sum 
of ——— hundred thousand dollars be xppropriated to the 
purchase of ordnance for immediate use. . 


Mr. McCOMAS was entitled to the floor. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG rose and stated that in 





from 


Mr. THOMAS, on leave, moved that a sub- 


| 

which was agreed to. 
' 

Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, || 


(Mr. Mason, of Virginia, in the chair,) and took || 
up the ‘¢ bill making appropriations for the sup- | 








comanatinlies of the intelligence recently received || 


a ancora : —- 
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that quarter, it became indispensably necessary 
that this bill should be acted on as promptly as 
possible. With that view, after the gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. McComas] should conelude, 
Mr. C. would withdraw the proposition then 
pending, and introduce it into the fortification bill, 
which would be the next bill taken up. There 
were now no funds remaining for subsistence, 
and none for the Quartermaster General's Depart- 
ment, although the drafts from the South were 
very heavy for both these purposes. He hoped, 
therefore, that the army bill, containing the ordi- 
nary appropriations, with some unimportant 
amendments—the amendments to the Navy bill 
—would be passed that day, as to-morrow and 
next day were set apart for the consideration of 
business relating to the District of Columbia, with 
which he had no wish to interfere. 

Mr. McCOMAS then, in consequence of the 


| statement of the gentleman from New York, 


waived his right to address the committee. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG then withdrew hisamend- 
ment. 

Some conversation then took place between the 
CHAIR, Mr. BELL, and Mr. CAMBRELENG, 
as to whether the amendment proposed by Mr. 
Mercer fell, as a matter of course, or was then 
pending. 

The question was put; and the amendment was 
negatived, without a count. 

‘he bill was then taken up by sections. 

Mr. HAWES inquired if the first section of 
| this bill included appropriations for the support 
of the West Point Rckines ? 

Mr. CAMBRELENG replied that it provided 


|} not a cent for that institution, further than the 
A bill amendatory of the act for the continua- || 


pay of such officers of the Army as were stationed 
, at West Point. 


|; Mr. CAMBRELENG moved to increase the 


clause— 
| . For subsistence, exclusive of that of officers, from 


|| $370,400, to $495,409. 
|| In explanation of the amendment, Mr. C. sent 


| to the Clerk 8 table a communication from the 
| Commissary General of Subsistence, 


Mr. HARDIN moved to strike out the follow- 


| ing clause: 
| _ For the payment of the taxes for 1835, asseased by the 


' r 

| ‘The amendment was then agreed to. 
' 

| 


| State of Pennsylvania on the United States Arsenal, on the 
Schuylkill river, #725. : 

Which motion, after some remarks from 
Messrs. INGERSOLL, HARDIN, HARPER, 
| and CAMBRELENG, was agreed to. 

Mr. MANN, of New York, moved to strike out 
** &c., &c.,”” in the clause for clothing; remarking 
| that such words were clearly unconstitutional, or 
| at least irregular. 
| Mr.CAMBRELENG remarked that they were 
| not in the original bill, and they must have been 
| inserted by the Clerk or the Printer. The motion 
| was agreed to. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved to insert the fol- 
lowing words after the forty-fourth line: 


For extra clerks in the offices of the quartermasters and 





a | : 
’ : Bt: || Assistants at posts where their duties could not be performed 
There were two motions pending; the first by || without such aid. 


Mr. CamBrecenc toamend the billin the follow- || 


ing clause: * for the armament of fortifications, || 


Mr. C. referred to a communication from the 
Quartermaster General on the subject, and further 
explained that these clerks were only occasion- 
ally required at distant posts to keep an account 


| of the supplies and transmissions from one point 
| to another. 


The amendment was then agreed to. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG then moved an addition 
} 


of $4,000 to the clause to meet this object; which 
was also agreed to. 
| Mr, SEVIER moved to strike out the follow- 
| ing clause: 
| . For barracks, quarters, store-houses, hospitals, defenses, 
| &e., at or in the vicinity of Fort Gibson, in the Territory 
' of Arkansas, $50,000 ; 
| and insert the following: 
For enabling the Secretary of War, under the direction 


e South, and the heavy drafts required in || of the President of he Qnited States, to remove the troops 












































































































































from Fort Gibson to some eligible point on the Arkansas 
river, on or near the westert frontier line of Arkansas, and 
to cause a fort to be erected upon the point so selected for | 
the accommodation of the troops of the United States, and | 
for the better defense of the Arkansas frontier, the sum of || 
50,000. 

Mr. S, explained that this amendment was sub- 
stantially the same as a bill that had been re- 
ported from the Military Committee. 

Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, was glad the | 
gentleman had introduced this proposition; for || 
the returns of the Army would show the mor- 
tality to be greater at this point than at any other. 
He would suggest to the gentleman to omit the 
indication of the site, and leave it to the discre- 
tion of the War Department. 

Mr. SEVIER had no particular ebjection to the 
modification, though he preferred the proposition 
as it stood, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG suggested that itwould 
be better to strike out the SE erTMRe and in 
troduce it in the fortification bill. 

The amendment was briefly discussed by 
Messrs. JOLINSON of Kentucky, HARDIN, 
CAMBRELENG, WARD, CARTER, SE- 
VIER, GARLAND of Louisiana, and ADAMS. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said, after the explana- 
tions he had heard, he should withdraw his op- 
position to the amendment. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Ohio, thought that if 
the amendment was agreed to, the appropriation 
should be increased; and he moved to substitute 
$100,000 for $50,000; which was lost. 

The propriety of agreeing to the amendment 
was further discussed by Messrs. SEVIER, WiL- 
LIAMS of North Carolina, ADAMS, JOHNSON 
of Kentucky; CAMBRELENG, and PARKER, 
when 

Mr. HOWARD moved to strike out $50,000, 
and insert $75,000, but subsequently withdrew it; 
and the subject was further debated by Messrs. 
RIPLEY, CAMBRELENG, and PARKER; 
when the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved to strike out the 


following clause: 


i 
' 


j 


Por barracks, quarters, store-houses, hospital, defenses, 
&e., at Fort Armstrong, in the State of [inois, or on such 
point on the river Des Moines as may be selected under 
the orders of the Secretary of War, $20,000. 

Which wasagreed to. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved to reduce the item | 
for contingencies of the Army, from $10,000 to | 
$3,009; which was agreed to. 

The other clauses of the bill were then agreed | 
to, and the bill was laid aside. 


NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the com- 
mittee took up the amendments of the Senate to 
the bill making appropriations for the naval ser- 
vice for the year 1836. 

The bill originally passed the House, was re- | 
turned from the Senate with various amendments, 
and reported by the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
recommending certain amendments to the Senate’s 
amendments, 

The first clause, as originally passed, was as 
follows: 


For pay of commissioned, warrant, and petty officers, and 
of seamen, 81,974,178 91; 
which sum the Senate increased to $2,492,040 41, 
and the Naval Committee recommended a reduc- 
tion of this sum to $2,318,017 16. 

Mr. JARVIS made a brief explanation of the 
principle of increase in the Navy adopted by the | 
Senate, being one ship of war, two frigates, one 
sloop of war, and one schooner, &c. He was 
instracted to move to reduce the pay of officers 
and seamen of a sloop of war, because there was 
no vessel of that class now on the stocks, and 
one could not be built in ime for equipment during 
the present year, 

The amendment of the Senate was then dis- 
agreed to; and the amendment of Mr. Jarvis was 
agreed to, | 

The next clause was for provisions, $590,000, | 
amended by the Senate by increasing it to $798,- 
597 50. The Committee on Naval Affairs rec- || 
ommended the sum of $782,263 75, which was || 
agreed to; and the Senate’samendmentas amended | 
was then agreed to, | 

The next clause taken up was the following: | 


)amendment by reducing the appropriation to || Tuurspay, May 5, 1836. 


| the same is hereby, authorized and directed, and that the 


| may be ne-essary and proper to render the said expedition 
| effictent and useful. 


| stitute; which was read, as follows: 


| 78. 
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For repairs of vessels in ordinary, and the repairs and 
wear and tear of vessels in commission. 

The House had appropriated $950,000—the 
Senate had increased the item to $1,075,000. 

Mr. JARVIS moved to amend the Senate’s 


$1,065,000, which was agreed to; and the amend- | 
ment, as amended, was concurred in. 
Mr. JARVIS moved to non-concur in the fol- 


| 
| lowing amendment of the Senate: 
For building a dry-dock at Brooklyn, $180,050 ; \ 


which motion was agreed to. 

Mr. JARVIS moved to amend the following 
additional clause, inserted by the Senate: 

For the purchase of sites, and the erection of barracks, 


near the navy-yards at Charleston, Brooklyn, Gosport, and | | 


Pensacola, 200,000, 
by striking out ‘* Brooklyn,’ and reducing the | 


| appropriation to $150,000; which was agreed to; | 
'and the amendment of the Senate as amended | 


was concurred in, 
The following additional sections to the bill 
were inserted by the Senate: 


Seo. 2. and be it further enacted, That an exploring ex- 
ped:tion tothe Pacific ocean and the South seas be, and 


President of the United States be, and he is hereby, author- 
ized .o prepare and send out for that purpose a sloop of war, 
and to purchase or provide such other smaller vessels as 


Sec. 3. and be it further enacted, That the use of so much 
of the appropriations tor the support of the Navy, and of 
the means and (acilities under the control of the Navy De- 
partment, as may be necessary and proper for that object, 
be, and the same is hereby, authorized; and, in addition | 
thereto, the sum of $150,000 be, and the same is hereby, 
appropriated out of any money in the Treasury not other- 
Wise appropriated. 


Mr. JARVIS moved to strike out all after the 
word **that,’’ in the first line, and insert a sub- 


The President of the United States be, and he hereby 
is, authorized, if in his opinion the public interest shali re 
quire, to send out @ surveying and exploring expedition to | 
the Pacific ocean and South seas; andor that purpose to | 
employ a sloop of war, and to purchase or provide such | 
other small vessels as may be necessary and proper to ren- 
der the said expedition efficient and useful, and for this | 
purpose, the sum of $150,000 be, and the same is hereby, 
appropriated out of any money in the Treasury not other- | 
wise appropriated; and, in addition thereto, if necessary, | 
tue Presideut of the United States is authorized to use other | 
meansin the control of the Navy Department not exceeding | 
$159,009 for the objects required. 

' 
| 


Mr. HAWES moved that the committee rise; || 


and on taking the vote, there appearing—ayes 57, 
noes 56, no quorum, the committee rose and re- 
ported that fact to the House. _ 

The SPEAKER then resumed the chair, and 
a quorum being ascertained to be present, the 


| House again went into committee. 


The motion pending being that the committee | 


\| rise, it was agreed to; and the committee then 
| rose and reported the Army appropriation bill to 


| 

the House. | 

The bill making appropriations for the support | 
of the Army for the year 1836, reported from the 


amendments of the committee concurred in, and 


| the bill ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 
| ing now; and, having been engrossed, it was then 


Committee.of the Whole, was then taken up, the 1 
| read the third time, and passed. 
! 


Mr. JARVIS earnestly appealed to the House 


to go into committee again on the naval appro- 


| 
priation bill, on the ground that the service was | 
at this time suffering for want of its passage; and | 
he made that motion. | 

Mr. VINTON moved that the House adjourn. | 

Mr. JARVIS asked for the yeas and nays; | 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 59, nays | 


So the House refused to adjourn. . 
The question then recurred on the motion of | 
Mr. Jarvis, that the House resolve itself into a | 
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Mr. STORER moved that the House adjourn: 


which was agreed to—62 to 53; and so the House 
adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 








Mr. EWING rose to move a correction of the 
'Journal of yesterday’s proceedings. He ob- 
served, on hearing it read by the Secretary, that 
the yeas and nays on the final passage of the land 
| bill were stated to have been ordered on his mo- 

tion. Now, as he made no such motion, he 
' wished the Journal to be so corrected that the 
yeas and nays might not appear to have been 
_ ordered at his instance. 

Mr. HUBBARD felt confident that the yeas 
and nays were ordered, but on whose motion he 
would not pretend to say. He was under the 
impression that they were ordered shortly after 
the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

Mr. CLAY believed that the yeas and nays 
| were not called for, but were taken under an im- 
| pression that they had been ordered. He was 
certain, at all events, that they were not ordered 
on the motion of his friend from Ohio, who, he 
| was certain, had reasons, as well as himself, for 
not calling for them, in reference to a gentleman 
_ opposed to the bill who was absent. 

_ Mr. WEBSTER suggested that the correction 
_could be made by striking out the words, *‘ On 
| motion of Mr. Ewine,”’ so as to let it appear on 
the Journal that the yeas and nays were ordered 


|| by one fifth of the members present. 


| The correction, as proposed by Mr. Ewine, 
| was then ordered. 
| The CHAIR communicated a report from the 
| Secretary of War, in answer toa resolution of 
| the Senate, inquiring whether, in the opinion of 
| the heads of the executive departments, the sal- 
aries of the clerks employed under them ought to 
be increased; and, : 
On motion of Mr. WEBSTER, it was referred 
| to the Committee on Finance, and, with the com- 
| munications on the same subject from the other 
Departments, ordered to be printed. 


PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, ETC. 


Mr. McKEAN presented a memorial from 
| sundry citizens of Pennsylvania, recommending 
the creation of a large amount of stock, to be di- 
vided among the several States and Territories, 
and pledging the public lands for its redemption; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. MOORE presented the petition of Samuel 
Miller; which was referred to the Commitee on 
| the Judiciary. 


| REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. LEIGH, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, to which had been referred the petition of 
Francis Cazot, reported a resolution referring the 
same, with all the accompanying documents, to 
the Secretary of the Treasury, with instructions 
| to report thereon to the nextsession of Congress; 
| which resolution was agreed to. 
| Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on 
| Pensions, to which the memorial of Jacob Slough 
| had been referred, reported a bill for his relief; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. KENT, from the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, to which had been referred the 
memorials of the several banks of the District of 
_Columbia, praying to be rechartered, made a re- 
| port thereon, accompanied by a bill; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading; and 
__ On motion of Mr. K. the report was ordered to 
| be printed, and the bill was made the order of the 
day for Wednesday next. 

r. ROBBINS, from the Committee on Naval 





Committee of the Whole, when there appeared || Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Samuel 


—ayes 8], noes 32; no quorum. 
Mr. WISE moved that the House adjourn; and 
on taking the question by tellers there were— 


ayes 62, noes 62; and the Chair voting in the 


negative, the motion was lost, 

‘he question in recurred on going into 
Committee of the Whole; and being taken by 
tellers, the vote was 77 to 28; no quorum again 
voting on going into committee. 


Mr. CRAMER moved a call of the House. 


| Warren; which was read, and ordered to a second 
| reading. 
RESOLUTION SUBMITTED. 
The eee etnies was submitted by Mr. 
TIPTON;; and lies on the table one day: 


Rorsene, case Oe Comes 2° Roads and Canals in- 
quire into expediency an iation to re- 
eer ves Geb, Hour, Haron 


build the bridges over the rivers George, and 
Raisin, on.the United States mili road, from the of 
Detroit to the foot of the rapids of the Miami of Lake 





~~ 
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1836. 





FOREIGN HEMP. 
On motion of Mr. CLAY, the resolution sub- 


mitted by him directing the Committee on Manu- | 
ire into the expediency of placing | 


factures to —_ ? 
all imported hemp on the same footing with re- 
spect to duty as Russia hemp, was then taken up. 


Mr. C. said, there is a species of hemp which, | 
under the construction now given to the tariff || 


laws, comes in at about fifteen per cent. 
lieved this construction was erroneous; and the 


He be- || 





object of his resolution was to subject all hemp to | 


the same duty as Russia hemp. 

Mr. WALKER said he did not rise to oppose 
the usual reference of the resolution to the Com- 
mittee on Manufactures, but merely to call the 
attention of the Senate to the fact that, upon the 
very day succeeding the passage of the bill dis- 
tributing the proceeds of the public lands, a reso- 
Jution was sought to be adopted by the great ad- 
vocate and author of that bill and of the American 
system, to increase the tariff by increasing the 
duty on hemp. Mr. W.said that this movement 
was ominous of his (Mr. W.’s) prediction, that 
the success of that land bill aul prodnce an in- 
crease of the tariff; and he wished the fact to be 
noted and remembered by the Senate, when and 
under what circumstances the présent resolution 
was introduced. 

Mr. CLAY said he had no objection to the 
Senator from Mississippi having all the facts in 
regard to this resolution recorded in any book 
that the Senator might select—and when recorded, 
he hoped they might not have the benefit of the 
expunging process; but (said Mr. C.) let the facts 
be correctly and accurately recorded. 
ia Mr. C.) introduce this resolution upon the 

ay after the passage of the land bill, but upon 


I did not | 


the very day of the final passage of that bill by | 


the Senate. The present constfuction of the tariff, 
so far as the hemp to which he referred was con- 


cerned, threatened the country with a positive | 


evasion of the. tariff. But (said Mr. C.) let me 


tell the Senator from Mississippi, that the true | 


plan to avoid an increase of the tariff is to aban- 
don the present heavy appropriations for fortifi- 
cations and the navy, or an increase of the tariff 
is inevitable. Let that Senator admonish ‘his 
friends to abandon their mad career of squander- 
ing the public funds. Let him take the money for 
distribution from these miserable deposit banks, 
where it is entirely insecure, and may be totally 
lost to the country. 

Mr. WALKER said he had expected to give 
rise to no debate by merely calling the attention 
of the Senate. to the time and circumstances un- 
der which this resolution to increase the tariff 


was introduced. Butthe Senator from Kentucky | 
pn he asked the adoption of the | 
i 


said, that althou 
resolution now, he had- introduced it yesterday. 
Mr. W. said he had first heard of this resolu- 
tion this day; but whether introduced the day of 
the passage of the land bill, or the day after the 
‘final 
ence; it was introduced after that bill was or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading, when 
the victory of the friends of that bill was com- 
plete; that the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. 
Cray] now distinctly admitted that the increase 
of the tariff was inevitable, if the present fortifi- 
cation system was not abandoned. Yes, sir, it 
is conceded, since the e of the land biil, 
that we must increase the tariff or abandon the 
defenses of the country—leave the coast and 
western frontier unprotected, or to be protected 
only by exposing the lives of our citizens to cer- 
tain sacrifice, and by causing streams of Ameri- 
can blood to flow in the event of a conflict with 
foreign Powers; that it was now conceded that 
the country must be left defenseless or the tariff 
increased; and what produced this necessity? It 
is (said Mr. W.) the land bill; which, by taking 
some twenty or thirty millions from the Treasu 
of the Union, leaves us not money enough to de- 
fend the country without increasing the tariff. 
Sir, (said Mr. W..,) if this land bill becomes a law, 
the increase of the tariff is inevitable. Let seuth- 
ern sections pause and reflect that this lana bill 
is a bill to increase the tariff; and that, immedi- 
ately after the engrossment of the land bill for a 
third reading, a resolution is introduced by the 
uuthor of that bill ra Cray] to increase the 
duty on hemp. Sir, (said Mr. W.,) this proposed 


j}at once be called their branches. 


| burdens of the South. 
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increase, the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Cav] || so that, in the language of his colleague, gun from 


tells us, is to prevent an evasion of the tariff. || gun along the entire line may be heard. 
Why is this just now discovered? And ifthe land | defenses were gotten up to keep the mone 


bill becomes a law, we shall have many other | 
similar alleged evasions of the tariff, and similar | 


propositions to increase it on that account. 
(said Mr. W..,) itis perfectly clear that every vote 
for the land bill is a vote to increase the tariff. 


Yes, | 


The proposition of the Senator from Kentucky, | 


{Mr. Cuay,] is to amend the existing tariff so as 
to make all hemp pay the same heavy duty as 


that imposed upon hemp from Russia; and the | 


measure, if adopted, would greatly increase the 


hemp would increase the duty on cotton-bagging, 
| . . ayy 7 
which was made of hemp. ‘The proposition was 


to benefit Kentucky, the hemp grower, at the ex- 
pense of Mississippi and other cotton-growing 
States, that were hemp consumers, 


| Mr. W.) to take hundreds of thousands of dol- 
lars out of the pockets of his (Mr. W.’s) con- | 
stituents, to put into the pockets of the constitu- | 


ents of the Senator from Kentucky. Mr. W. 
said he would oppose every measure to increase 


To increase the duty on | 


It was (said | 


the tariff, whether it came, as now, in a direct | 
proposition for that purpose, or in the more in- | 


sidious guise of the land-distribution bill, which 


| rendered an increase of the tariff inevitable. 


But (said Mr. W.) the Senator from Kentucky 
{Mr. Cray] has denounced the deposit banks— 
the miserable deposit banks, as he calls them— 


| and where he “we the public revenue is insecure. 
Sir, (said Mr. 


.5) this is another demonstra- 
tion of the truth of his remarks before made—that 
this land-distribution bill is a bill to restore the 
deposits to the Bank of the United States, and 
renew its charter. What (said Mr. W.) will the 
present government of Pennsylvania do with her 


| mighty share of the spoils from the Treasury? 


She will deposit them in the Bank of the United 
States, which her minority Legislature have re- 


| chartered; and so will all the other Whig States 


place their share of these funds in the agencies 
of this United States Bank, which might as well 
Miserable 


'| deposit banks! says the Senator from Kentucky. 


| 


passage of that bill, it could make no differ- | 


4 





| 
| 


| 


The public funds insecure! Sir, one of the effects 
ofthis hill, and of the speeches, is to get up 
another panic, aad to create this very insecurity. 
Sir, the Senator from Kentucky pronounces these 
deposit banks miserable—the fands insecure; and 
proposes, by his distribution bill, to take some 
twenty millions from them in July and October 
next. If the Senator from Kentucky succeeds 
in producing the impression that the public funds 
in these banks are insecure, will not the holders 
of all their notes demand their redemption in 
specie before the requisitions in July and October 
are made? The Whig States and the Bank of the 
United States will demand from them the specie 
also; and thus the currency will be depreciated; 
unexampled distress inflicted upon the com- 
munity, immediately preceding the presidential 
election; and the election of a bank president, and 
recharter of the United States Bank, be demanded 
as necessary to restore the currency and dispel 


the panic. Confidence is the life of bank. paper 


and of banks. The deposit banks have now more 
specie than the Bank of the United States, in pro- 
portion to their circulation; and the public funds 
are there perfectly secure, unless we render them 
insecure by panic speeches and distribution bills, 

lacing them in the power of Whig States and the 
Bank of the United States, whose tender mercies 
we have all once experienced. 

Mr. CLAY said, that he had not now proposed 
to increase the tariff; that the advocates of these 
heavy appropriations for defenses, as it was called, 
were those that would render an increase of the 
tariff necessary. Let them reduce the expendi- 
tures of the Government; let them retrench and 
reform. Fifteen millions, we were told not many 
years since by the then head of the Treasury De- 
partment, would be sufficient. Now seventeen 
millions were asked upon the reportsof lieutenants 
andsubalterns. Thedefenses! that magical word 
* defenses !’’ as if we did not all feel interested in 
what was necessary for the defense of the coun- 

! In England none of their principal cities 
have fortifications; but we must have our whole 
coast and frontiers lined with arsenals and fortifi- 
cations from Maine to the Balize and the Sabine, 


| 
| 





These 
yin 
these miserable deposit banks, and keep the 
banks from breaking, as it seems conceded they 
will if we call upon them for our money for dis- 
tribution in July next. 

Why (said Mr. C.) should the Senator from 
Mississippi place himself in an antagonistical po- 
sition (that the fashionable phrase) to me? Why 
should he so often attack me and my measures? 
If he desires to win from me any laurels by these 
conflicts, I will spare him the trouble of these en- 
counters, and acknowledge my inferiority to him 


as the great champion of the Administration. 


| 


Mr. WALKER said the Senater from Ken- 
tucky was mistaken. It was, on all former oe- 
casions, the Senator from Kentucky who had at- 
tacked him and his measures, and not he who had 
assailed that Senator: he had only repelled his 
assaults. ‘There were many reasons why he could 
have no desire to assail the Senator from Ken- 
tucky. It was unnecessary to assail him—his 
career of suceess he could have no desire to ar- 
rest. He could truly say, and not in the spirit of 
sarcasm, Which some gentlemen seemed to prefe 
to truth and candor, that th® acknowledged as 
ents, the long services, the great experience of 
the Senator from Kentucky gave him a superior- 
ity which he felt no disposition te dis 
tion. The Senator from Kentucky | 
aggressor : 

Not one word had he (Mr. W.) said to that 
Senator in debate, or any measure of his, when 
he, (Mr. W.,) in March last, brought forward 
his preémption bill, and bill to reduce the price 


yite or ques- 
vad been the 


| of the public lands in favor of actual settlers only, 


when the whole Senate had heard the Senator 


| from Kentucky (Mr. Cray] rise and denounce 


this bill in the very strongest language, and 
threaten to move its instantaneous rejection. 


|| And what had he (Mr. W.) done, other than to 


| 


' defend himself and his abused constituents? The 


other occasion was upon his, (Mr. W.’s) sup- 
ort of the motion of the Senator from Missouri 
Mr. Benton] to strike out a certain grant to 


| Missouri from the land bill, upon the ground, 


that to put the grant in that bill as he (Mr. W.) 
said, would be to insure the loss of the grant; for 
that, judging from the fact, that the President 
had vetoed the bill, we had a right to conclude 
that he would again put his veto upon it. Did 
not the whole Senate again hear the Senator from 
Kentucky rise in his place, and with great vehe- 
mence attack him, (Mr. W.,) accuse him, most, 
unjustly, of a heat of ardor for referring to the 
supposed veto of the President upon the land bill; 
talked of his having the king’s ear; of obtaining 
information from the President himself, as re- 
gards the supposed veto? Again, (Mr. W. said,) 
he had only repelled the assault of the Senator 
from Kentucky; and repel such assaults (Mr. W. 
said) he always would, whatever might be the 
consequences, 

Mr. CLAY said he would offer an armistice to 
the Senator from Mississippi. He would now 
give that Senator a carte blanche, that he would 
not hereafter assail that Senator or his measures 
generally, unless when he should bring forward 
his bills in favor of his squatters; and he could 
not go that. 

The resolution was then adopted. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The bill from the House making appropria- 
tions for the support of the Army for the year 
1836, was read twice, and referred. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATIONS. 

On motion of Mr. WEBSTER, the Senate took 
up the bill from the House making appropria- 
tions for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the 
United States for the year 1836; the amendments 
reported by the Committee on Finance being first 
the subject of consideration. An 

The amendment making an appropriation of 
$2,500 to enable the wear prin, distribute, as 
ordered by a resolution of the Senate, a compila- 
tion of documents relative to land titles, being 
under consideration— ; : 

Mr. BENTON moved to strike out the provis- 
ion for giving one set to each Senator. He thought 
it had Seon considered as settled for two sessions 
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past, that they were done with giving them- | 


selves books at the public expense. It had been | 
stated in the other House by Mr. Jounson, of | 
Tennessee, that it would take about one thousand | 
dollars to each member to put him on the same 
footing, with respect to books, as the old mem- 
bers. He was aware that it was an exceedingly | 
ungracious task to oppose giving the same books 
; to the new members that had been given to the 
old, but the thing had been Seas Machin. 
ago by his friend from Georgia, |[Mr. Kine,} 
who deserved the thanks of the country for call- 
ing their attention to one of the grossest abuses. 
This was one of the greatest impositions that had 
ever come to his notice, with the exception, per- 
haps, of one enormous and flagrant abuse—a 
work that was to go on for years, to an unknown 
extent, and then to be distributed to those who 
were members of the Twenty-Second Congress. 
He did not know whether it was proposed to 
give copies to the legal representatives of such of 
the members as have died, but it was certain that 
they would, under the provision of the resolu- | 
tions, have a right to them. They might go to 
the assignees of these members; and it had been 
stated by the Senator from yo Kine, ]} 
thata member of Congress had sold to a book- 
seller in this place, for ten dollars, his share of 
that which was to cost the United States hundreds | 
of thousands of dollars. 
Mr. B. here spoke of the uselessness of the 
work proposed to be distributed, and the shameful 
waste of public money in printing such a mass of 
worthless matter. The principal part of the pub- 


investigating the titles of lands which were not 


. ° | 
since been issued. 


his office in this city, about five hundred volumes 
of documents, which he apprehended cost the | 
Government far beyond $1,000, and he should | 
consider them a dear bargain at $100. He had, it 


till his attention was called to the subject; but, 
since then, he had strongly resisted all such ap- 
ea. He presumed, as the books had | 
een printed and paid for, that they must be dis- 
tributed, but he was opposed to that part of the | 


and he would therefore move to strike out that | 
part of the amendment which gives one copy to 


Mr. WEBSTER said the distribution would | 
be made in the usual way. The question involved 
in the amendment was merely ‘whether they 
should be distributed as they were already or- 
dered and paid for, or whether they should remain 
in the a we room. He hoped the amendment | 
would not prevail. 

Mr. BENTON replied that they did well to | 
appropriate money for the transportation of these | 
books; for whoever they were to be sent to would, 
cheap as transportation now was, hardly be ) 
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He-had, thérefore, no objection to paying for | 
sending themaway, but he was opposed to giving | 
them to members of Congress. e would rather | 
give them away to anybody that would take them. 
They might be useful to the grocers, if the leaves | 
had not been cut; but as it was they were hardly | 
worth having to wrap a herringupin. Such had | 
been the enormity of the abuse in printing worth- | 
less documents, that he had been told by the | 
servants of the boarding-houses that the qe 

| 



































printed during the panic session had glutted the 
market, and that their perquisites had fallen to 
about two cents per pound. The gentleman near | 


him smiled at what he said; but he would tell him | 





I- that, if he would take his little children to a shoe- || 








store, and buy a pair of shoes, he would find that 
they would be wrapped up in public documents. | 




















gress. Indeed, such had been the 
which these public documents h 











been printed, 

















a there. If no other disposition could be 
made of these documents, they might put them to 
the same use that the Ottoman conqueror did the 








lication related to the preliminary proceedings in | 


worthy of preservation, as everything relating to || 
Jand titles was merged in the patents which had || 
There was (Mr. B. said) in || 


was true, voted at first for some of these books || 


|| official characters, to 
| in the Senate, and to be handed over to their suc- 
|| cessors on leaving it. 


willing to pay for getting such useless lumber. || 


Buy whatever he would in any of the stores of | 
this city, he would find his purchases wrapped up || work was taken in the form already set up from 
in papers that had been printed by order of Con- || another office, so that the Senate was paying for 
fusion with | the same work twice. Let the gentleman refer 
public lands now 
that they had greatly depreciated even as wrap- | going on by Gales & Seaton, and he would find 
ping paper: there was no doubt of there being a || all the information he wanted in a more compend- 
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books of the Alexandrian library—distribute them 
among the public booths, to be used as fuel. 
There were public booths in this city, where 
these documents might be found useful in the 
/Same way. Mr. B. was opposed, out and out, 


nays on his motion. 
r. HILL said the number of volumes was 
| five, and they were not worth, foranybody’s use, 
| the trouble of carrying them home. There were, 
at a former session, eight hundred and fifty addi- 
| tional copies ordered out of the contingent fund, 
_ by a simple resolution offered by Mr. Porpex- 
| TER, and the cost of which amounted to $57,000. 
They were made up of mere notes taken in rela- 
| tion tothe public lands, and he believed were not 
, even of any value to the Territories; and if this 
| was not extravagance he did not know what was. 
| Mr. BENTON here read extracts from one of 
| the volumes, taken at random (he said) from the 


| 
} 


| pile, and opened in the middle, which were a fair | 


| sample of the whole publication. There never 
was (he said) a grosser imposition practiced than 
| was done in the publication of this work. Here 
| was a sample of the five volumes, and the whole 
related to land titles thirty years ago, which were 
| all merged in the patents, the only titles now ne- 
cessary to be looked at. 

Mr. EWING, of Ohio, had not examined these 
documents to ascertain their value, but he had 
| found some of a similar kind very useful and val- 
| uable as books of reference to members on the 
subject of public lands. 

Mr. WEBSTER observed, that this was a sub- 
| jectof which he professed to have no knowledge. 

Whether these Looks were useful or not could 
better be judged of by gentlemen coming from 
the States where the public lands were. All he 
rose to say was, that he thought it unnecessary 
to delay the appropriation bill in questions of this 





| kind, and that the best way would be to reject the | 


|} amendment at once. 


| of these books. 
found them very useful while on the select com- 


in them that was not worth printing, yet he did 
| Pp > y 


distribution which referred to their worthy selves, 1 not think that he could have got on without them. 


As regarded their distribution, he thought, with 


| his friend from Missouri, that they ought not to 
each member of Congress. | be given to the Senators individually, though it 


would be proper to — them to them in their 
e retained while they were 


Mr. KING, of Alabama, thought, at the time 
the resolution was adopted, that they would be 
| paying for a useless work. Some of the matter 
| contained in the publication might be useful, but 
a great deal of it certainly was not so. A great 
deal of it had been printed before in another work, 
as the Senator from Missouri had well observed, 
and they had therefore to pay double for the same 
matter. But the time had gone by when it would 


|| be profitable to discuss this question—they had 


got the work, and the question was, what were 
they to do with it? As regarded the distribution, 
he was opposed on principle to the giving books 
to Senators. If the wor 


library of Congress. 





tion of documents relative to the public lands b 
Matthew St. Clair Clark, and the other a wor 


now going on by Gales & Seaton, in which the 
Senator would find all the information he wanted 
in a more -ompendious form, without being cum- 
bered with the mass of obsolete and useless matter 
that loaded this publication, He wished the gen- 
tleman to be informed that the type set upon this 





I] Said: 
| to the collections relating to the 


|| jous form. . 


Mr. WEBSTER wished the Senate to negative 
He did not wish to be 


the whole amendment. 












Mr. WALKER did not concur with the Sena- | 
| tor from Missouri in his opinion as to the value | 
As books of reference, he had 


| mittee; and, although there might be a great deal | 








was at all useful, let 
all the copies (said Mr. K.) be thrown into the 


Mr. BENTON referred the Senator from Mis- 
| sissippi to two publications, one being a compila- 
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involved in a debate on the Priming and distribu. 
elay o 





tion of documents, to the 
portant appropriation bill. 
Mr. LINN could not entirely concur with his 


the most im- 


e || colleague as to the value of these documents, 
to giving these documents to the members of Con- | 
gress; and he therefore asked for the yeas and | 


Although much useless matter might have been 
printed, yet he thought they contained a great 
deal of useful information. 

Mr. BLACK said the only way in which these 
books were valuable was to Committees on Prj- 
vate Land Claims: when claims were presented, 
by turning to these books, the proceedings had 
in relation to them could be found, and attempts 
at imposition could be detected. 

Mr. WRIGHT said, after the expression given 
by the Senate, he would vote for the bill as 
amended by the Senator from Missouri. He 
would, however, state a fact within his knowl- 
edge, which was, that three of these volumes were 
mere transcripts, word for word, and letter for 
letter, of three other volumes; and he remembered 
very well when the resolution authorizing their 
publication was offered, which, he supposed, at 
the time, was for some temporary publication, 
and never dreamed that the whole expense would 
amount to $500, and never knew of the enormous 
expense incurred until his attention was drawn to 
it by an estimate made in the other House. The 
Secretary of the Senate had complained that they 
incumbered his room. The books were already 
purchased, and the lumber was on their hands, 
and the only question now was, whether they 
should distribute it? 

Mr. Benton’s motion was then adopted; and 
the question recurring on the amendment of the 
committee, 

Mr. KING, of Georgia, observed that he had 
already said so much in relation to the printing 
of books, that he’ did not think it necessary to 
say anything now further than that he agreed 
with his friend from Missouri as to the utter 
worthlessness of these books. If useful at all, 
they could-only be so to the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims; and it had been well observed 
that they might obtain all the information that 
was in these documents in other publications that 
had been made by order of the Senate, in a much 
more compendious form. He did not want any 
of them to be on his table; and he would be will- 
ing to give them away to anybody that would 
take them. 

Mr. KNIGHT moved to amend the amendment 
by providing for the sending of one eg of the 
pees to the Historical Society of Rhode 

sland, and one copy to a college in that State. 
Mr. K. said it seemed that these books were of 
no value to anybody, and yet 4° were ex- 
tremely loth to part with them. e thought 
they would increase in value as they increased 


n age. 

r. BUCHANAN did not care much about 
the distribution of these books; but, as it appeared 
that there were books to be given away, he would 
only say that he left the House of Representa- 
tives in 1831, and came into the Senate in 1834; 
consequently, he found himself entitled to no 
books. He thought that, when books were to be 
distributed, he and the gentleman from Georgia 
{Mr. Curnsert] ought to have a share. 

Mr. BENTON observed that this showed what 
a vile thing it was. . Here were members sitting 
on that floor who were entitled to no books; while 
those who had been out of Congress for four 
years could get them; and if they d died in the 
interim the books must go to their heirs, 

Mr. Knicur’s amendment was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. WEBSTER, the bill was 
further amended by the insertion of an appropria- 
tion of $300 for completing the medals heretofore 
voted to General Ripley. ‘ 

Mr. PRESTON moved to amend the bill by 
adding an appropriation of $20,000 for the erec- 
tion of a court-house for the courts of the United 
States in Charleston, South Carolina. 

t Mas BLACK moved to mere soenens 

ing an appropriation o J or the 
eodiion af a cause hniees for the courts of the 
United States at Jackson, Mississippi. 

—_ anne moved further to amen - 
amendment ing an appropriation for 
erection of a court-house for the courts of the 
United States at Philadelphia. 
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. for this work without seeing a page of it; and | 
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After some remarks from Messrs. PRES- 
TON, BLACK, BUCHANAN,WEBSTER, and 
MANGUM— : 

Mr. PRESTON withdrew his motion; and the 
motions of Messrs. Brack and Bucmanan conse- 
quently fell with it. m 

Mr. MANGUM moved to amend the bill by 
striking out the appropriation of $340,000 for the 
contingent expenses of the courts of the United 


| him to be honest to withhold payment. If there | 
| was anything wrong in the matter, the proper 
| Way would be to let a resolution of inquiry be 
| offered, and a committee of investigation ap- 
| pointed. But when a contract was made for a 
| work to be published, they could not refuse an 
| appropriation to complete it. The Senator from 
‘| Missouri had made charges upon mere allega- | 
| tions. 5 
States, which (he said) was extravagant and un- Mr. BENTON remarked that he had based 
necessary, and insert $140,000. || his charges nae what a member had said in his 
After some opposition from Mr. WEBSTER, || place on the floor of Congress. 
this amendment was rejected. 
On motion of Mr. EWING, of Ohio, the bill 


| 
the survey of lands lately acquired from the In- || although the House of Representatives had passed 
dians in the Wisconsin Territory. || the bill in the face of the statement of that mem- 
The amendment of the committee was then | ber. He would be unwilling, for his part, to pro- 
concurred in; and the bill was reported to the || ceed in any case on such evidence alone. He 
Senate; when '| would first ask for the evidence, before he could | 
Mr. KING, of Georgia, moved to amend itby | do what he was here asked to do. Did it (he | 
striking out the appropriation of $20,000 for the | asked) dissolve them from the contract because | 


See tee? of the Revolution now in | the work was worthless? The inquiry whether | 
er by Matthew St. Clair Clark and Peter || the work was worth the continuation of its pub- | 
orce. 


; __ || lication would be proper enough. But when the | 
Mr. BENTON hoped that the motion to strike || Secretary of State made the contract, it was in 


out this appropriation would prevail. He was || the power of Congress either to confirm or reject; 
rejoiced to see the Senator from Georgia persist- || but they confirmed it. He gave no opinion of 
ing in the good work, and he would enlist with || the value of the work at present. He spoke of the 
him for the war. They had already paid $20,000 || importance of preserving the records of the early 

| history of our country, and to do which he cared 
that, he thought, was enough to break up this || nothing about the expense. He was not willing 
improper contract. He thought that this work | that the Senate, at a single jump, should violate 
was stopped two years ago; but now it seemed | the rights of parties; but, with the Senator from 


that more money wasasked for it. Hisattention || Massachusetts, [Mr. Wesster,]} he was willing 
| that a committee should be appointed to inquire | 





had been called to some remarks made in relation | 

to this work the other day, in the House of Rep- | into the matter. 

resentatives, which he would now read for the | [At the close of Mr. SourHarn’s remarks, a 

benefit of the Senate. || sample ef the work under discussion was handed 
{Here Mr. Benton read some remarks made || to several of the Senators. ] 

by Mr. Jounson, of Tennessee.]} || Mr. HILL said he did not wish to consume | 
That gentleman stated, in his place, that there | the time of the Senate to throw any obstacle in 

was a bill brought in to print this work at eight || way of the passage of the appropriation bill; but 


dollars per volume; and that it was rejected by || to prevent an improvident contract being fastened 
the House on account of the price; yet, at the | 


L A : he || upon the nation, it was indispensable that the | 
succeeding session, another bill was brought in, || item of $20,000 towards the publication of the | 


which was hurried through almost without notice, | work of Messrs. Clark & Force should be stricken | 
at the heels of the session, giving $13 50 for this || out; if that item was retained we would hereafter | 
same work. The ao further informed || have no hope that an immense expenditure would | 
him that, on searching among the files of the || be avoided. 
House for this manuscript bill that had been thus || The Senator from Missouri had said that the | 
rejected, ~~ found the bills immediately before || original bill which authorized this expenditure 
and after it, but that bill could not now be found. || had passed without the attention of anybody. | 
All this showed that the contract had been ob- || The Senator was under a mistake; and he (Mr. | 
tained in an improper manner. | H.) would refer to the Senate Journal of 1833 to | 
Iam to receive (said Mr. B.) $252 worth of | prove the fact. Onthe 27th February, three days 
this work, while the gentleman from New Jersey | before the close of the session, three propositions 
{Mr. Waxt] who sits on my right, is to receive || of immense jobs of printing were brought up at 
nothing. At least one half of those who were || the same time. Each of these propositions, as 
now members of Congress would get no copies, | were many others of a like tenor, was reported 
while those who were members of the Twenty- | and recommended by the Library Committee, 
Second Congress would get them, or, if they || who had always been exclusively of one political 
should not now be delivered, they would be given || party. Reports from that committee had usually | 
to their executors. ‘Two years ago (said Mr. B.) '| been made in whispers, in so low a tone of voice 
we struck out this thing, and the next morning | that it had been impossible for him (Mr. H.) | 
it was reinstated. This session it was struck out | to hear them when they were made; but all three 
in the House of Representatives, and the next || of these propositions for printing had attracted 
morning it was in like manner reinstated. Night || his attention when they came up fora third read- | 
work, sir—night work, (said Mr. B.;) what was | ing. The first proposition was fora continuation 
done in the morning was undone at night. || of Gales & Seaton’s compilation of State papers, | 
The extent to which this work was carried was || extending that work eight volumes, and involving | 
agreatabuse. The contract was got through for | an expense to the Treasury of $63,000. Mr. 
a work professing to be a documetary history | Foote, the late Senator from Connecticut, was | 
of the Revolution, and they had got matter as far | then in the chair, and [ called for the yeas and | 
back as the settlement of the Pages: while they 
e 








} 
i 


nays to be taken on the question. The attention | 





'| Mr. SOUTHARD. The Senator, then, rests || 


: \ », t his charges upon the allegation of what a mem- | 
was amended by inserting an appropriation for || ber of the other House had said in his place, i 
{ 
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the question of its passage, my call for the yeas 
and nays was not sustained by one fifth of the 

Senator spresent—the occupant of the chair hur- 
| rying the decision, and evincing little disposition 
| to gratify my wish to ascertain who was in favor 
| of, and who against, this extravagant expenditure 
| for public printing. This third resolution, at the 
| minimum calculation, involved an expenditure 


|| of about $500,000—it may amount to two or four 


| millions; nay, there is no limit to it; the pub- 
| lication may include everything connected with 
the time of the Revolution. 

It is worthy of remark, (continued Mr. H.) 
that all these extravagant projects for printing 
have been in favor of one side of the question 
exclusively. The three propositions to which I 


| Baws adverted embraced each-branch of the op- 


position. Gales & Seaton were to have a fat job, 
/and Duff Green’s friends insisted that he should 
have one also. When the proposition came to be 
| considered in the House of Representatives on 
the last night of the session, Gales & Seaton’s 
and Clark & Force’s bill passed—both belonging 
to and including one branch of the opposition. 
Duff Green’s proposition to stereotype the laws 


|| and treaties failed, thus disappointing the other 


| branch of the opposition. But this disappoint- 

ment was made up atthe beginning of the next 
session, (1834,) by a resolution of a late Senator 
from Mississippi, (Mr. Poindexter,) authorizing 
the publication of land documents, which aiso 
passed without attracting sufficient attention of 
the Senators to call for a division of the question—- 
| probably when not a half adozen Senators heard 
the resolution read. The execution of this meas- 
ure has involved an expenditure of $57,327, to be 
paid from the contingent fund of the Senate; 
and the result is the publication of five folio vol- 





| . . . . 
umes, sixteen hundred copies each, or eight thot- 


sand volumes in the whole—a lumber, which has 
been proved to be of no use to every nine hundred 
and ninety-nine in a thousand of the people of 
the United States—a publication so useless as 
really not to be worth the price of transport for 
members carrying it home, and which now in- 
cumbers the rooms of the Capitol. Three of 
these folios were but a reprint of the very docu- 
ments published by Gales & Seaton, and they 
were twice printed, in the same year, at the public 
expense. 


he price of the proposed publication is said 


|| to be $13 62 per volume—about twice as much as 


the price of Congress printing; and this Congress 
printing is much higher than the prices of print- 
ing in all our principal towns. This matter of 


|| printing is alleged to be a small affair, not worthy 


of the attention of Senators. Although it is a 

subject of little interest here, it may be interesting 

elsewhere, to look into the expenditures for pub- 
| lic printing at this point. From a report of the 
| Secretary of the Senate, made «t the commence- 
| ment of the present session, I have taken the 

footings of the several years of the public print- 
| ing, which I will present: 


Printing of the Senate and House from 1817 to 1835, 


had to pay double as much as the work could be | 
printed for anywhere else. He hoped the appro- | 
priation would be struck out, Everything that | 
these gentlemen had been compiling would be | 
found in the library of Congress or in the library | 
of the Department of State, so that the compilers || 
had not been put to much trouble in making their | 
collections. He was for putting a stop at once to | 
the work; and if the compilers could show that | 
they were damnified, he would readily agree to | 
pay them, and then liberally. || 
r. SOUTHARD said, that when, a contract | 
had been made, and the work commenced under | 
it, it then would be a violation of the principles 
of justice in refusing to go on with it. This was || 
an appropriation bill for items allowed by law; || 
and while the contract stood, it did not seem to | 





| of so few was called to the subject, and the ques- 


tion was so hurried by the Chair, that one fifth 
of the Senate failed to respond to the call I then 
made. . Then, almost in the same breath, came 
up for consideration the bill to provide for the 
publication of a stereotype edition of the laws of 
the United States, by Duff Green. Although his 
proposition was nearly double the price at which 
the same work had been offered by several other 
printers, it was passed by a vote of twenty-five 
to seven. On this proposition, which involved 
an expenditure of at least $125,000, I was able to 
obtain the yeas and nays, and six other Senators 


| voted with me against the bill. Then succeeded 


immediately the bill making provision for the 
ublication of the Documentary History of the 


volution, by Messrs. Clark & Force; and on 





|| Years. Senate. House. 
SS VRIRT cent aipenebeedevoead cccecees 94,837 69 $8,561 99 
BEES siccvecesic e¥ehesranee a tives 6,107 72 15,218 88 
SBDD. odivs cavcoe cave eoeess 5,726 79 . 10,492 00 
a dud cidinde victiacccsebins +» 11,960 59 13,042 34 
JOE veccwens bevciocdecssventass, SRL OS 17,883 94 
Bk 6ccaaccevececacassebyanane:: ete at 18,935 63 
TEER ceccceccébsbccctvesssscss S's 22,182 21 
1} 16D6 .cccccccnccacesvsccscocesvss | 10,000 08 34,350 00 
BORG. cinvc setcinvecsccctcsesecee 10,588 @ 19,953 29 
ABAG 0 snes oddten petoceeccsr sce «+ 14,928 04 50,462 07 
SENET de nicinbilp og 9008 pedectonee eves, 13,055 89 52,027 52 
RN ack cap dsevk voawisscvas eeose 21,863 97 36,531 10 
BOP tive vccdé dascecetecvecéeces “100807 25,623 81 
SOND iask oct ce te0 cogocssone Bigawt OF 34,939 67 
Ed hada enebies coscsueees coat 6,882 19 31,120 82 
BE ssbess odcclscoceces deceees 16505 OS 67,776 89 
1833..... Ss anes eke okon ad dead 14,757 57 31,329 63 
WDE ccdccaccsvonecesccsesscoce SAID 50 89,290 64 

bE BOB asa ctedidéeess costeencess Bee 


By this statement, it will be seen that the ex- 
pense of printing for the Senate has been multi- 
| plied twenty times, and that of the House ten 





times! The Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Cray] 
had reproached the Administration for its ** utter 
and reckless extravagance,” and taunted it with 
its failure in making ‘ retrenchment and reform.’’ 
The extravagant expenditures by the Senate and 
House of millions for public printing could not 
be charged on the Administration or its friends— 
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s er ta ee : a | 
the Executive certainly is not responsible for | 


them. From the Secretary’s report, I have gath- 
ered the facts that Gales & Seaton, during sixteen 

ears, from 1820 to 1835, have received from the 
emery $651,723 84, oran average of more than 
forty thousand dollars a year; that Duff Green, 
for nine years, from 1827 to 1835, has received 
$443,144 78, or nearly fifty thousand dollars per 
annum ; andthat Francis b. Blair, for five years, 
from 1831 to 1835, has received $19,479 54, or 
about thirty-nine hundred dollars per annum. 
These persons are editors of the three daily polit- 
ical papers which have been published at the seat 
of Government. 


| what the 
Mr. KING, of Georgia, said that the resolu- || 


The first two are inveterate opponents, the last 
is friendly to, the Administration. These expend- | 


itures show in what channel the patronage of the 
public press has been directed under the present 
Administration. Before it was drawn into this 
temptation, the National [ntelligencer was the 
faithfu) organ of the public voice; all who could 
remember as far back as the year 1812 could re- 
member what the Intelligencer was. What isthat 
paper? 
position paper, the Telegraph, had pretended 
friendship for the Administration unul it had pro- 
cured the printing; but it had instinctively turned 
to the party which always paid best. Here is a 
million of dollars paid to two printers, (a large 
portion of it since the present Administration came 
into power,) Whose newspapers have been con- 
stantly employed to batter down the Administra- 
tion ! 

How happens it (said Mr. H.) that all resolu- 
tions for extra jobs of printing have been on one 
side of the political question? Is it because the 
Committee on the Library have had no political 
predilections? That committee (I repeat) has for 
several years been exclusively of one political 
party; and the Administration has not had so much 
as one poor representative in this body upon it. 
This Clark & Force is not less a political busi- 
ness than the other contracts. The persons em- 
ployed initare of one side; if it is carried through 
the Senate at this time, it will be carried as an 
opposition measure. The Senator from New 
Jersey [Mr. Sournarp] saysit will not be honest 
now to refuse to carry into effect this contract. 


Whose organ is itnow? The other op- | 


| be received by unanimous consent, the objection | 


There surely can be no injustice, no dishonesty, in | 


stopping this wasteful expenditure, if Congress 
shall indemnify Clark & Force for the expend- 
itures they have already made. Twenty thousand 
dollars have already been advanced to them—more 
will be paid if more has been expended. There 


can be no hesitation in saying that Congress had | 


been deceived and cheated into this measure, 
whether the publishers had or had not intended 
it. Mr. Livingston, the late Secretary of State, 
to whom the business of contracting had been re- 
ferred, had been imposed on: he knew nothing of 
the nature of the contract himself; and it is now 
said the person who happened to be the agent 
to make a bargain with Clark & Force, was a 
person in directinterest with them. Hence may 
we account for the raising the price from $8 00 
per volume, a8 first proposed by the publishers 
themselves, to $13 62, as prescribed in the con- 
tract. Itis very evident we have been imposed 
on in some way. It now seems, as a matter of 
grace, that these contractors are willing to limit 





Senate what ought to be paid to the compilers for 
had done. 


tion was unnecessary, as nothing could be due on 
the work. 
$20,000, appropriated last 
pended in collecting materials for this work; so | 


| 


' tions without seeing where they were to stop? If 
It was impossible that the sum of || k 
ear, had been ex- || 


that in fact nothing could be due on the contract. || 


His proposition was to strike out the appropri- | 
ation of $20,000. | 


unjust to suppose that these contractors would 
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the improvidence of the contract, but because they 
differed as to the mode of getting rid of it. 


The simple question, then, before them was, 
whether they were to Bo on making appropria- 


they could see the end of it, or if they could know 
what they were paying for, they might with more 
reason be called on to make the appropriation. [t 
was not necessary that they should appropriate 
them; they had already appropriate $24,000, 


_and there was no reason why they shoul 
Mr. WEBSTER observed that it would be | 


print as not authorized by Congress. It | 


was wel 
the selection of the matter to be printed to an 


agent appointed by Congress; and it was also || 


well known that they had agreed to an important 


modification of the contract. The contract might |, 
be broken up; but the question was not now |) 
whether they should pay the money ornot. The || 


contract had been made—whether improvidently | 
or not it was not now for him to say—and they | 
were as much bound to make the appropriation 
as to aes money for the pay of salaried | 
officers. 1 
would not be interrupted by the consideration of | 
the resolution ofened by the Senator from Mis- | 
souri, [Mr. Benron.] 
In regard to the contract, the parties had a) 
right to their pay under an act of Congress; and 
this was only aperepeetns, the amount to be 
paid. He hoped no new principle would there- 
fore be involved in this bill; and he would demand 
the yeas and nays, to ascertain whether the Senate | 
would sanction such new principle. 
[As the resolution of Mr. Benton could only 


by Mr. Wessrer prevented its being received. 
Mr. MANGUM (in reply to Mr. Hitt) observe 
that the contract for this publication had been 
placed on 


party grounds; and this extravagant | 


and improvident contract had been charged against | 
the opponents of the Administration. Now, was | 


this just?) Who was the first to make objections 
to this measure ? 
called the attention of the Senate to it two years 


he held now—that the contract would lead to an | 
extravagant and useless expenditure of money. 
{t was said by the Senator from New Hampshire, | 
that the yeas and nays were not taken on the | 
adoption of this measure, and this circumstance 
showed that it was not a’party vote; for when 
such was the case, there were always enough 
ready to order them,- Atallevents, the resolution | 
passed at the close of the session, authorizing 
the publication of a documentary history of the 


Revolution, and the contract was to be made by || 


the highest officer under this Administration, (Mr. | 


Livingston.) 
this improvident and extravagant contract, that 
would, of itself, be enough to show that Mr. 


_ Livingston was utterly unqualified for the situ- 


the expenditure to somewhere about half a mil- | 


lion of dollars. ‘There is yet no limit to this 
matter; if it proceeds the present generation may 
not see the end of it. I have never consented to 
this contract, and never willconsent to it. The 
work, when it is printed, is to be distributed 
among the members of Congress of 1833, who 
voted for the bill, and to members who have not 
been in Congress for two years. There surely is 


great impropriety in this part of thelaw. Itean- | 


not be said that injustice is done to these publish- 
ers if Congress remunerates them for their ex- 
penses unt this time, and the work shall! hence- 
forth cease and be discontinued. 

Mr. BENTON said, as he understood it, the 
House did believe what Mr. Jounsow said, for 
they struck out the appropriation by a large ma- 


jority; and that appropriation was reinstated | 


next morning—after operating on the members 
over meet He would now offer a resolution, 
which he hoped would be received by general 


consent, to appoint a committee to examine into 


| 
| 


i} 


|| ton managed it, as he ha 


ation he held. The contract was not only to pay 


He himself was the first that | 


Now, if there is nothing else than || 


known that they had offered to submit | 


e hoped that the progress of the bill || 


' appro- 
priate more without knowing whether a sufficient 


| amount-of work had been done to justify it, 


They had noevidence before them of what had been 
done other than a single sheet of the work. He 
thought that the proper course would be to strike 
out the appropriation now, and appoint a com- 
mittee to examine what had been done, and to 
report to the Senate the best way of stopping the 
work, and the amount that ought to be paid to 
the contractors. If they made the appropriation 
now, it would be at once sanctioning the contin- 
uance of the work; they would be called on to 


|| make the same contract the next yee and there 


was no knowing where they would stop. 
Mr. BENTON merely wished to say, in justice 


_ to the Senator from North Carolina, [Mr. Mav- 
| GuM,] that that gentleman was the first that ever 
_ called his attention to these abuses; and it appears 


from the Journal (Mr. B. said) that he has voted 


| with us in regard to these matters ever since. 


Mr. PRESTON wished the matter to be regu- 
lated to the satisfaction of the parties. They were 


_not bound to proceed unless the other party had 


proceeded. He wished to know of the chairman 
whether any considerable progress had been made 
in the work. 

Mr. CALHOUN hoped the Senate would agree 
to strike out the section, and allow the publishers 
liberal compensation for what they had done, 
and stop its further progress. They had madea 
most improvident contract. And, besides, he had 
strong constitutional doubts as to the power of 
Congressto contract for such a work; and if they 


had, there were few, in his opinion, who. were 


qualified to perform a work of so sacred a char- 


; acter. 
ago; and he expressed the same opinion then that |! 


| 
{ 
| 
| 
} 


Mr. WEBSTER suggested that it would be 
but just to these contractors to give them an op- 
portunity of showing what progress they had 
made in the work. It was now late in the day, 
and he would therefore move that the Senate ad- 
journ, which he hoped would be agreed to; and 
the Secretary could then signify to these persons 
that it would be necessary for them to make a 
communication to the Senate next morning. 

The Senate then adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, May 5, 1836. 


Petitions were presented, on leave, by Messrs. 
DUNLAP, REYNOLDS of Illinois, WARD- 


. WELL, BRIGGS, and WILLIAMS of Ken- 


double for the printing, but was for the printing | 
of an indefinite number of volumes, so that the || 
contractors might draw millions from the Treas- |) 
ury. If this wasa party measure, (said Mr. M..,) | 
put the saddle on the righthorse. As to this con- || 
tract, he would be glad to get rid of itin any form. || 
| He would be willing to raise a committee to re- |) 


ready, however, to do parties full justice, and 
ana pay them liberally—nay, he would even 


part he believed that no party was censurable for 
it. Mr. Livingston managed it. Mr. Livings- 
done other matters, 


with great improvidence—though he meant not to 


impugn that gentleman’s integrity. 
distribution to members, he had always 


books to themselves, which he could not ap- 


As to the! 


_scind it; but he would say that he would not take || 


| it upon himself to abrogate it at once. He was |, 


| 


| pay them more than they were entitled to. Taunts || 
about this contract were wholly useless. For his || 


tucky. 

[Mr. Reynoups presented the petition of Jesse 
W. Shull, of Jo Bavis county, Illinois, which 
was, on his motion, referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. The petition stated that Mr. 
Shull had, at his private expense, advanced the 
interest of the Government in the mining country 
at and near Galena, in Illinois, and Wisconsin 
Territory; and that he, in consideration of the 

eer prayed remuneration of a section of 
and. 

Ba alata of Mr. EVANS, and by leave, it 
was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 


| be instructed to inquire into the expediency of granting 4 
| pension to Daniel Cobb; and that the papers herewith sub- 





} opposed || ance and necessity of acting s 
it. There was a degree of indelicacy in voting | r 


| 


prove of, ‘| 


Mr. KING, of Alabama, regretted véry much | of the delay in its passage. 


| mitted be referred to the said committee. 


NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG adverted to the import- 
eee ily on the naval 
appropriation bil is ordinary appropriation 
bit was usually passed in the moath of January; 
and the naval service was now suffering on account 
He hoped, there- 


_ the course which this discussion had taken. He | fore, that the morning hour would be devoted to 


did n@t believe that this was ever considered a || disposi 


of this bill; otherwise, it probably could 


|| party measure. He believed that they were di- || not be taken up for several days to come. He 


| vided two years ago, not on account of doubts of || accordingly 


ed the unanimous consent of the 
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House to go into committee on this wy 


measure. ‘ 

Mr. GRAVES objected. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved to suspend the | 
rules for the morning hour, for the purpose | 
stated. 3 Ti || 

The members in favor of suspending the rules | 
having been requested to rise, : |) 

The CHAIR decided that the motion was car-| 
ried by a large majority. | 

Mr. GRAVES demanded a count; when there | 
appeared —ayes 85, noes 16. | 

o quorum ert | 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved a call of the | 
House, in case there should not be a quorum in | 
the House. , ; 1] 

Upon a count, it appeared that a quorum were | 
in attendance. . 

Mr. GRAVES had objected, because he had | 
desired for the last two weeks to offer a resolution 
of oer: ; 

Mr. CAMBRELENG would not object, if the | 
gentleman would propose his resolution at that 
time. 

Mr. GRAVES asked the consent of the House | 
to present his proposition; but it was objected 
to. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House 
then went into Committee of the Whule on the | 
state of the Union, (Mr. Many, of New York, | 
in the chair,) and resumed the consideration of 
the remaining amendment of the Senate to the 
naval service bill, and the amendment of the || 
Naval Committee of the House to the same. 

The Senate’s amendment was read, as follows: 

Sec.2 And be it further enacted, That an exploring ex- 
pedition to the Pacific ocean and the South seas be, and the | 
same is hereby, authorized and directed ; and that the Pres- 
ident of the United States be, and he is hereby, authorized 
to prepare and send out for that purpose a sloop of war, and 
to purchase or provide such other smaller vessels as may 
be necessary and proper to render the said expedition effi- | 
cient and useful. 

Sec. 3. And beit further enacted, That the use of so much | 
of the appropriations for the support of the Navy, and of the | | 
means and facilities under the control of the Navy Depart- || 
ment, as may be necessary and es for that object, be, | 
and the same is hereby, authorized ; and, in addition thereto, || 
the sum of $150,000 be, and the same is hereby, appropri- 
ated out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise ap- 
propriated. 1 

The question pending was the following amend- |, 

: | 
ment, reported by Mr. Jarvis, from the Commit- || 
tee on Naval Affairs: to strike out all after the | 
word ‘that,”’ in the first line, and insert the fol- 
lowing as a substitute: Ik 

The President of the United States be, and he hereby is, | 
authorized, if in his opinion the public interest shall require, 
to send out a surveying and exploring expedition to the 
Pacific ocean and South sea; and for that purpose to em- 
ploy a sloop of war, and to purchase or provide such other 
small vessels as may be necessary and proper to render the 
said expedition efficient and useful; and for this purpose, 
the sum of $150.000 be, and the same is hereby, appropri- 


ated out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro- || 


priated ; and, in addition thereto, if necessary, the President || 
of the United States is authorized to use other means in the | | 
control of the Navy Department not exceeding one hundred | 
and fifty thousand dollars, for the objects required. 


Mr. JARVIS, in a few words, explained the || 
amendment to the amendment of the Senate, when || 
it was agreed to; and, thus amended, it was | 
adopted. 

he committee then rose, and reported the | 
bill to the House. 

The House concurred with the Committee of | 
the Whole, in their disagreement to the amend- 

j 
| 


ment of the Senate, appropriating $180,000 for a 
dry-dock at Brooklyn, New York. 

he House also concurred with the Committee 
of the Whole, in reference to their action on the 
remainder of thé amendments of the Senate, with 
the exception of the amendment in regard toa 
South-sea expedition. 

Upon the latter amendment, Mr. HAWES | 
desired that a separate vote should be taken. He 
hoped the whole proposition would be stricken || 
out. 

Mr. HAMER remarked, that before he could | 
vote for this amendment, he wished to know 
from some of the members of the committee the 
reasons which had induced them to amend the 
Senate’s amendment? If he understood the mat- 
ter aright, the difference between the two propo- 
sitions only amounted to this—that the Senate’s 
amendment threw the responsibility where it | 
ought to be, upon the Congress of the United | 
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| examination. 


| and he would tell the gentleman now, that, if it 
| had not been for that notion, he would have 


| directly into the hands of his opponents, and they 








States; whilst the amendment of the Committee 
on Naval Affairs of the House threw the respons- 


ibility upon the President. He thought it would 


be very well if each department of the Govern- 
ment would act upon its own responsibility in 
this matter. He thought the House as well cal- 
culated to judge of the expediency and propriety 
of sending out the expedition as the President of 
the United States; and if so, why, take the re- 
sponsibility, as the Senate had done? He was 
not willing to acknowledge hims If to be, strictly 
speaking, such a collar-man as to give to the 
President every such discretion. If it was expedi- 
ent, and the public interest required this expedi- 
tion, let the ineis act upon its responsibility, as 
the Senate had done. He could not vote for the 
amendment unless some reason could be given to 


| justify it. 


Mr. JARVIS did not think himself any more 
of a collar-man than the gentleman from Ohio. 


|The reason why the committee had proposed an 
/amendment leaving it discretionary with the 


President to send out the expedition or not, was 


|, because they had not time to investigate the 
| matter themselves; and he doubted very much 
| whether the House had the time to. examine the 
|| subject as it ought to be examined. The committee 
| conceived that all they could do would be to give 
‘| an opinion that it might be expedient, and leave 


it to those who had time to examine the subject 


| to ascertain whether it was expedient or not; and 
if, in the opinion of the President, after examina- | 


tion, it should be found to be expedient, then it 
would be for him to carry it into effect. If the 


| committee had had time to examine the question, 
‘it would have been quite a different thing; and 


he submitted it to the members of the House, 
whether they had time to give the subject due 
He would, therefore, vote to refer 
it to the President, or Executive Departments, to 
examine; but under the circumstances he was not 
willing to vote for the expedition in any other 


/manner, as it appeared to him to be leaving the 


matter where it ought to be. 
Mr. HAWES observed, that what he had to 


| say might as well be said at the present as at any 
| other stage of the bill. 
| @ proposition was made and carried, to permita 


Some time ago (he said) 


certain gentleman to deliver a lecture to the Rep- 
resentatives of the people, upon the subject of a 
South-sea expedition. He was opposed to grant- 
ing the privilege to that gentleman, or anybody 
else, because he was fully apprised of the fact, 
that the object of it was to operate upon that 
House and the other branch of Congress. He 


| knew that a proposition would be brought before 


Congress to expend a large sum of money to 
further this gentleman’s object. I[t appeared to 


| him that they had arrived at a time that, no mat- 


ter what chimerical opinions were taken up by 


| any gentleman, if he could only get an opportu- 


nity to address the Representatives of the people 
they would enter into all the chimerical nations 
of the gentleman who might address them. It 
was true, that they had in the Treasury a vast 
amount of money; but if it was there, it had been 
wrested from the hands of the people of the 
United States; and he was not willing that it 


| should be expended in every chimerical and hair- 


brained notion that entered the head of any indi- 
vidual in the country. He remembered the time 
when his friend from Massachusetts,[Mr.Apams,] 
in one of his messages to the Congress of the 
United States, spoke of establishing light-houses 
in the skies. That message went to the West, 


received the votes of the western States for a sec- 
ond term of the Presidency. That notion played 


hopped upon it, to use a homely phrase, like a 
duck on a June-bug; and thousands and thousands 
of votes were lost to the gentleman on that ground 
alone. They had argued that here was a gentle- 
man who was President of the United States, that 
wished to reach heaven by other means than b 
faith—or, in other words, to erect a ladder to the 
happy place. He had himself a hundred times 
addressed the people in relation to that ver 
proposition of the gentleman from Massachusetts; 
and he was happy to say that hundreds and 
hundreds of the people of the western country had 





turned against the gentleman from Massachusetts 
on that very ground; and perhaps the gentleman 
had lost his election toa second term of the Pres- 
idency on account of this very ‘hotion. But the 
|| times had changed; and what was the proposition 
that they were blessed with in these days of 
, plenty and prosperity? It was to take the vessels 
/ and seamen of the United States, and send them 
|! to the South seas, exposing them to all the dis- 
| eases, hurricanes, and mishaps of that climate— 
and for what? For nothing on the face of the 
‘earth. The proposition was a hundred times 
| more monstrous than the one which had lost one 
‘hundred thousand votes to the gentleman from 
Massachusetts. If, in an appropriation like the 
| present, any gentleman were to introduce a clause 
for the benefit of his constituents, he would be 
told that he had no right to make such amendment. 
The present proposition was one of a new char- 
| acter; and he thought gentlemen ought to pursue 
|| the usual manner of proceeding in those bills, as 
| it was well known that the appropriations for the 
Navy must pass, 
_ Mr. PATTON rose to express his gratification 
|| at the inquiries which had been made by the gen- 
tleman from Ohio, [Mr. Hamer,] and the objec- 
}| tion to the amendment which the inquiriesimplhied. 
| He was glad the objection had been made by that 
|| geatleman; as, coming from him, it prevented any 
} prejudice to the objection, from the idea that it 
} was founded in distrust of the Executive, espe- 
|| cially as the gentleman had taken care to inform 
| us that he was a decided party man, though he 
|| disclaimed being quite a collar-man. ‘The prin- 
ciple of the objection (Mr. P. said) he consid- 
'ered as a most important and salutary one. It 
| was exceedingly ene that the Legislature 
€ 


of the ore should not devolve —_ the Ex- 
| ecutive any duty which appropriately belonged 





i} 





| to the legislative department itself. What was it 
roposed to do by this amendment introduced 
| into this bill? It was toauthorize a general voyage 

of exploration and discovery. For what pur- 
| pose? For the improvement of science, or the 
| discovery of unknown regions, to be taken pos- 


| session of and colonized by us? Without enter- 
| ing into a discussion of the propriety or right of 
| the Government to send out this expedition, still 
| he might be allowed to say that there was some 
| doubt of the propricty of entering upon such a 
| scheme; but if there ever was an authority for 
| entering into such a scheme, it belonged to the 
| legislative department of the Government, and it 
ought to be determined upon entirely by the legis- 
lative department of the Government. They 
ought to satisfy themselves of the propriety of 
entering upon this scheme; and instead of throw- 
ing the responsibility on the President, they ought 
to take it themselves. He was entirely opposed 
to shifting the legislative functions upon the 
shoulders of the Executive Departments. Why 
was it that this duty was intrusted to the Prest- 
dent? and why was the Exccutive called upon to 
determine whether the expedition should be 
formed or not? Why, because the Legislatare, 
if he understood the gentleman from Maine aright, 
were not in possession of facts which would jus- 
tify them in authorizing the expedition. They 
had not the means of deciding whether the expe- 
dition ought to be undertaken, or not; and because 
they had not the information necessary for them 
to decide, they were called upon to appropriate 
| a large sum of money, and to authorize another 
large sum to be drawn from the funds of the Navy 
Department, previded the President should, in 
his discretion, think it necessary. He was op- 
poses to the amendment, because of its shiftin 

egislative duties upon the President of the Unite 

og which did not, and oug-iit not, to belong to 

im. 

. Mr. VINTON observed, that he should cer- 
tainly not be disposed to shift upon the Executive 
duties which did not belong to him; but he thought 
the amendment proposed by the Committee of 
Naval Affairs ought to et What did that 
amendment propose? If he understood it, it was 
simply to authorize the President to send out an 
exploring expedition to the South seas, if he 
should deem it necessary. We have (said Mr. 
V.) in those seas a vast commerce—four hundred 
ships engaged in the fisheries there, who were 
almost unknown to the rest of the world, and 
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without maps and charts, in seas more perilous 
than any other; and when they were wrecked 
there, they were entirely lost to the world, The 
object of this proposition was to procure surveys 
of those seas, and better security to our com- 
merce in those regions; which, if it could be done, 
would be a new source of wealth to the nation. 
Now, what was this discretion left to the Pres- 
ident, and how could it be abused? 
discretion not to be left with the Presidant merely 
because it was a discretion? Did it confer office 
on any one? Then how could it be abused? The 


President did every day the same thing that was | 


wropdsed by this amendment. Before sending a 
eet to the Mediterranean, or any other part of 
the globe, Congress authorized him to do the 
same kind of duty. 
be obtained by the House at the present session, 
and could only be procured from seamen engaged 


procured; and if it should turn out that there are 
maps and charts sufficient to enable them to navi- 


gate those seas with safety, and there was no ne- | 
cessity for such expedition, then of course there | 


would be no occasion to expend there one hun- 
dred and fifty thousand dollars. But if, on the 


contrary, the President of the United States should | 


be satisfied that there was a total want of those 


maps and charts, and if he shouid be satisfied that | 


there were probably other sources of wealth in 


those regions, then let him order the expedition | 
We should also contribute our | 


to be fitted out. 
mite towards the advance of science; and he be- 
lieved we had done less than any other portion 
of the globe. He did not, however, concur in 


the views of the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. | 


Hawes,] in relation to the advancement of sci- 
ence. 

Mr. MERCER could not vote for the amend- 
ment, because he could not agree with genlemen 
in relation to the discretion left the President. He 


questioned, too, whether the House had the right | 


to direct the President in relation to this matter. 
Congress never had attempted to direct the Presi- 
dent to send a force to any particular quarter, 
and he could not recognize their right to do it in 
this instance. 

Mr. TOUCEY had thought he should not have 
heard a constitutional objection to the amend- 
ment proposed by the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs. The amendment proposed to be introduced 
into this bill was a proposition authorizing the 
President of the United States, if, upon ex- 
amination, he should not find it expedient to send 
out the expedition, to decline sending it out; 
and limiting the appropriation to one hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars. If there was any force 
in the remarks of the gentleman from Virginia, 
{[Mr. Parron,] it went to the whole proposition, 
and not to the amendment now under considera- 
tion. Surely,if Congress could authorize an ex- 
pedition of this kind, which he had no doubt of, 
they could authorize the President, if the expedi- 
tion ought not to be sent out, to refrain from 
sending it; thus leaving it in his power to send it 
or not, as the public interest required. He fore- 
bore to say anything on this appropriation upon 
a subject which was not upon earth, as that was 
totv celo different from the present subject. 

Mr. W. B.SHEPARD calied for the orders of 
the day. : 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said, if the House would 
permit the Navy bil to be finished on this day, he 
would on Monday ask the House to take up the 
District bills. 

Mr. SHEPARD observed that, if the House 
was prepared to take the vote on the Navy bill, he 
should throw no objection in the way. 

Mr, PATTON said it was not at all a new thing 
to him, when he or any other gentleman made a 
constitutional objection toany particular measure, 
that it should be received with surprise. He 
knew this to be the case, and he regretted it. It 
was a fact deeply to be lamented, that to all prac- 
tical purposes of legislation in this country they 
were as perfectly unrestrained by the Constitu- 
tion as if that instrument had been thrown into 
the fire the day after it went into operation. With 
all deference to the gentleman from Connecticut, 

Mr. Tovcey,] it seemed to him that he. could 
ave shown himself off to much greater advantage 





Was the | 


The information could not | 


‘if he had shown the committee whether the power 
, existed to pass such a proposition. He did not 
| suppose that his argument presented an insuper- 
| able objection to the proposition, but he thought 
| gentlemen whosupported it ought to show some 
| authority to support the proposition. 

_ Mr. SHEPARD said he fot it to be his duty 
| to call for the orders of the day. 
Mr. CAM BRELENG proposed that, the House 





| continue the consideration of the naval bill this || 


| 
} 


Sec. 2. Andbe it further enacted, That before the said 
_ Secretary of the Treasury shall execute the duties pre- 
| scribed by the first section of this act, the said corporate 
_ authorities of said cities shail deposit the said stock, held 
| by them in the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company, in the 

hands of the Secretary of the Treasury, with competent and 


|| proper instruments and conveyances in law, to vest the 


| day until disposed of, and that Saturday be set | 


| apart, in addition to Friday, for the consideration 
of business relating to the District. 

The proposition was negatived. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG then moved that the 
House continue the consideration of the naval 
bill this day. 
| for taking up the District business on Monday. 


moved to suspend the rules for the purpose stated; 


were under protest, he asked for the yeas and 
nays on the motion; which were ordered. 

Mr. MERCER moved toamend the motion by 
setting apart Monday, from twelve o’clock, for 
the consideration of District business. 

Mr.GRAVES moved to amend the amendment 
by inserting one o’clock; which was lost. 

The amendment of Mr. Mercer was then 
| negatived, 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. CamMBRELENG to suspend the rules for the 
| purpose of proceeding with the consideration of 
|, the naval appropriation bill; which was decided 
in the negative—yeas 114, nays 68, as follows: 


i 

|| WEAS—Messrs. Adams, Anthony, Ash, Bean, Beaumont, 
| Bockee, Boon, Borden, Bovee, Buchanan, Burns, Bynum, 
|, Cambreleng, Carr, Casey, Chapman, John F. H. Claiborne, 
|| Clark, Cleveland, Coffee, Coles, Connor, Craig, Cramer, 


goole, Effner, Everett, Farlin, Forester, Fowler, French, 
|| Fry, Wittiam K. Faller, James Garland, Rice, Garland, Gil- 

let, Glascock, Grantland, Joseph Hall, Hamer, Haynes, 
| Henderson, Holsey, Hopkins, Howard, Hunt Huntington, 
| Huntsman, Ingham, Jabez Jackson, Jarvis, Joseph John- 
| son, Cave Johnson, Benjamin Jones, Kennon, Kilgore, 
| Kinnard, Lansing, Laporte, Lawler, Gideon Lee, Joshua 
| Lee, Leonard, Lincoln, Logan, Loyall, Lyon, Abijah Mann, 
| Job Mann, Martin, William Mason, Maury, McComas, Mc- 

Kay, McKean, McKim, McLene, Morgan, Muhlenberg, 
| Owens, Page, Parker, Patton, Franklin Pierce, Phelps, John 
|| Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, Robertson, Rogers, Schenck, 
|| Seymour, Shinn, Sickles, Sprague, Sutherland, Taylor, John 
|| Thomson, Toucey, Turner, Turrill, Vanderpoe)l, Vinton, 


| Thomas J. Whittlesey, and Sherrod Williams—I!14. 
|, NAYS—Messrs. Chilton Allan, Heman Allen, Ashley, 
| Bailey, Bond, Bouldin, Briggs, Buneh, Campbell, Carter, 





| Graves, Grayson, Grennell, Griffin, Haley, Hiland Hall, 
| Harlan, Harper, Albert G. Harrison, Hawes, Hazeltine, 
| Heister, William Jackson, Janes, Jenifer, Henry Johnson, 


| Judson, Lane, Lay, Lewis, Love, Moses Mason, Sampson || 


| Mason, McCarty, McKennan, Mercer, Miller, Milligan, 
| Morris, Patterson, Pettigrew, Phillips, Potts, Ripley, Russell, 
William B. Shepard, Augustine H. Shepperd, Slade, Sloane, 
Spangler, Standefer, Steele, Storer, Taliaferro, Underwood, 
| Washington, Webster, and Lewis Williams—68. 
| DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
| The House then, pursuant to previous order, 
| setting apart this day and to-morrow for the con- 
| sideration of business in relation to the District 
| of Columbia, went into Committee of the Whole 
(Mr. Warp in the chair) on the following bill, 
| entitled 


An Act for the relief of the several corporate cities of 
the District of Columbia. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United tes of America in Congress assembled, 
That the Secretary of the Sepang be, and he is hereby 
authorized and directed to ine, on behalf of the United 
| States, and dise e to the holders of the evidences of 
| debt contracted and entered into between the cities of 
Washington, Alexandria, and Seen and certain in- 
dividuals in Holland, negotiated by Ri ard Rush, Esquire 

| on behalf of said corporate bodies, the entire obligation of 
| paying said debts, with the accruing interest thereon, ac- 
|| cording to the terms of said contract; and that the Secre- 
| tary of the Treasury be directed and authorized to pay, out 
| of any moneys in the T not otherwise rae 
|| to the corporate authorities of the city of W: > the 
|, sum of four hundred and forty-nine thousand six hundred 
|| and fifty dollars and eight cents; to the corporate authori- 
| ties of the city of Alexandria, the sum of one bundred and 
| fourteen thousand six hundred and forty dollars and forty- 
| four cents; and to the corporate authorities of the city of 
Georgetown, the sum of one hundred and sixteen thousand 
seven hundred and ninety-five dollars and forty eight cents, 
oo fae of all such sum or sums as have as by the 
corporations, respectively, in the shape terest, ex- 

| changes, costs, and expenses incurred by the terms of said 

negotiation therefor. 











“ontract of loan, or in and about the 


|, Cushing, Cushman, Denny, Dickerson, Doubleday, Drom- || sell so much of the stoek of the States, purchased by the 


1 vaegenet, Ward) Wazdweii, Weeks, Elisha Whittlesey, | 


He would pledge himself to vote || 

7 4 Be it enacted, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and 
| Objection being made, Mr, CAMBRELENG | 
in that business; and they can inform the Exec- | 


utive of the charts and maps of those seas to be | and as the drafts of the Department, in conse- | 


quence of the delay in the passage of this bill, || 


| 


| 
| 


} 


| 
} 


| George Chambers, Childs, Nathaniel H. Claiborne, Corwin, || 
| Crane, Duntap, Evans, Fairfield, Philo C. Fuller, Granger, | 





| same in the said Secretary of the Treasury, and his succes. 
_ sors in office, for, and on behalf of, the United States, to be 
| held in trust to receive the dividends on > Provided, always, 

That if the said corporate authorities of said cities shai} 
within ten years after the passage of this act, repay to the 
United States the amount which shall be paid under and 
by virtue of this act for, and on behalf of, the said cor- 
porate authorities, respectively, the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury for the time being shall thereupon transfer and deliver 
up the said stock to the said corporate authorities, so repay- 
ing the said sums to the United-States. 


Mr. PARKER moved to strike out the first 
| section of the bill, and insert what follows; 


he is hereby, authorized and directed to assume, in behalf 
of the United States, a debt of &1,000,000 due by the corpor- 
ation of Washington, a debt of $250,000 due by the corpor- 
| ation of Alexandria, and a debt of $250,000 due by the cor- 
poration of Georgetown, which debts were contracted by 
the said corporations, respectively, to pay their subscrip- 
tions to the stock of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Com- 
pany, under the authority of the act entitled ** An act to 
enlarge the powers of the several corporations of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and for other purposes,”? approved May 
24, 1828, the interest on which debts shall hereafter be 
ne by the United States in half-yearly payments at the 
reasury. 


And be it enacted, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, 
and he is hereby, authorized to purchase the funded debt 
of a1iy one or more of the United States, bearing an interest 
of not less than five per cent. per annum, to the amount of 
$1,500,000, to be held by the United States in trust, to 
receive the dividends of interest accruing, and to accrue 
thereon, from time to time, and to apply the same to the 
payment of the interest accruing, and to become due on the 
| debt of the several corporations aforesaid, the payment of 
| which is hereby assumed. 
| And be it enacted, 'That when the whole, or any part of 
| the principal sum of the debts of the said corporations 
hereby assumed shail become due and payable, it shall be 
| the duty of the Treasurer, and he is hereby authorized to 





| United States under the provisions of this act, as may be 
| equal to the amount of the debt of the said corporations 
then due and payable, and to apply the necessary amount 
| arising from such sale to the payiment and final discharge 
| of the debt aforesaid. 


Mr. PARKER also moved to add the follow- 
ing after the second section of the bill: 

And be it enacted, That all the buildings, lots, and parts 
of lots owned by the United States in the city of Washing- 
ton, now remaining unsold, and not granted by any act of 
Congress, be, and the same are, hereby declared to be held 
| in trust for the benefit of the city of Washington to be sold 
and disposed of at such times and in such parcels or quan- 
tities as the corporate authorities of the said city shall di- 
rect; the money arising from such sale to be applied solely 
to the discharge of the principal of such of the debts of the 
| said city now existing as are not provided for by this act; 
and all sales of the said lots, or any part thereof, shall be 
at public sale, and to the highest bidder, and sixty days’ no- 
tice of the time and place of sale shall be given, in two or 
more of the public newspapers printed in the city of Wash- 
ington, and any person purchasing shall be allowed, at his 
or her option, to pay for the same in money, or in any debt 
of the said city now existing, to the payment of which the 
money, if paid, is herein directed to be applied. 

-find be it enacted, That upon notice of any sale of the 
said lots, and payment of the consideration as herein di- 
rected, the Commissioner of the Public Buildings shall con- 
vey to the purchaser or purchasers all lots and parts of lots 
so sold, and all the right, title, and interest of the United 
States of, in, and to the same. 

And be it enacted, That the sum of dollars be, 
and the same is hereby, appropriated, to be paid out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, forthe 
payment of the interest now due and remaining unpaid 
upon the debts of the said corporations assumed by the first 
sections of this act. 

And be it enacted, That an act entitled “* An act to enlarge 
the powers of the several corporations of the District of 
Columbia, and for other purposes,’?? approved May 24, 
1828, be, and the same is hereby, repealed: Pro hat 
nothing herein contained shall be so construed as nul 
= —e any act or proceeding had or done in virtue 

ereof. ° 


. . 

Mr. W. B. SHEPARD said a few words in 
opposition to the amendments, and expressed a 
hope that the committee would rise and report the 
| bill to the House, where the gentleman’s prop- 
ositions could be discussed. He could see no 
reasoni why the amendment should be adopted, 
for it did not save a shilling of money, and in- 
volved as large a tas the bill itself. He would 
not, however, discuss the merits of the bill in 
committee. 2 

The amendments were then severally negatived 
withoutacount. | 

Mr. UNDERWOOD moved to strike out the 
proviso to the second section, as follows: 
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said cities shall, ten years 
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act, repay to the United States the amount which shall be 


paid under and by virtue of this act, for and on behalf of the | 


said corporate authorities respectively, the Secretary of the 
Treasury, for the time being. 

deliver up the said stock to th 
repaying the said sums to the United States. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


| 


Mr. U. said he understood the object of the bill | 
to be to pay the debt, and take an hypothecation | 


of the stock. He at first thought it wasa purchase. 
if the proviso was retained, and the stock ever 
became valuable, the corporation would claim a 


retransfer of it; if it should be worth nothing, | 


the Government would be forever saddled with it. 

Mr. VINTON would vote for this bill if the 
proviso was stricken out, but not otherwise. He 
would vote for it to get rid of the perpetual im- 
portunities with which Congress was assailed 
from year to year by these corporations, and he 
should like to see a bill passed to prevent their 
contracting any more debts in future. The bill 


was equivalent to a donation of six or seven hun- | 
dred thousand dollars, which was the difference | 


between the market price of the stock, and the 


sum of a million and a half of dollars appropri- | 


ated by the bill. 
United States would be unable to make any dis- 


position of the stock in the interval, and at the || 


end of ten years they would be at the mercy of 
these corporations, who would either reclaim the 
stock, if it was above par, or compel the United 


States to sell itand claim the surplus, or, if value- | tq remove the constitutional objections of some 


less, leave it on the Government. He was for 
cutttng loose entirely from the District, and taking 
the stock off their hands. Besides this, if the 


proviso was retained, the United States would lose | 


the interest ona million and a half of dollars for 


ten years. 
M. TOUCEY was inclined to think he should 


vote in favor of the amendment when the bill | mortgage, allowing the opposite party to redeem 


came into the House, but he hoped the merits of 
the bill would not be gone into in committee, but 
that gentlemen would refrain from discussion till 
it came into the House. 


Mr. MERCER addressed the committee in | 


reply to the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Vinton. ] 
He was opposed to striking out the proviso, which 
was indispensable to meet the objections of those 


ernment had no constitutional power to hold 


stock. He himself did notentertain that doctrine, | 


but others did, and the proviso obviated that ob- 
jection to the bill. He thought the most judicious 
mode was to afford relief to the extent of the 

ressure, in the form of a loan, the stock being 


1ypothecated for its repayment. He denied that | 


the Government would lose the interest. The 
United States were to assume the liabilities; these 
included interest of course; and the proviso as- 
suredly included the repayment of interest, in 
the words that the corporate authorities should 
‘*repay to the United States the amount which 
shall be paid under and by virtue of this act, for 
and on behalf of the said corporate authorities.”’ 
This manifestly provided for the repayment of the 
entire obligation, principal and interest. He earn- 
estly hoped the bill would not be sent back to the 
Senate, amended in the form proposed, and there- 
by its final wm longer delayed. 

Mr. W. B. SHEPARD stated that the Com- 
mittee on the District had had difficulties to con- 
tend with, and one was the objection on the part 
of many gentlemen to the right of the General 
Government to hold stock. It was for this reason 
that the proviso had been inserted... With regard 
to the question of interest, no los#could accrue 
by a fair and legal construction of the act. If the 
proviso were stricken out, it would, however, so 
materially vary the principle of the bill as to 
make the Government embark in a great specula- 
tion. 

Mr. HAMER said he had but a few observa- 
tions to make in relation to this bill. He was 
the friend of the District. It had been set apart 
for the capital of a great Republic; and we ought 
to pursue « kind and paternal policy towards it. 
He desired its prosperity; but all must admit that 
it could not prosper without some relief in 
to the8e debts, which weighed it down, and must 
necessarily prevent its improvement. 

He had no objections to this bill in its 


nt 
shape, which he thought would compel 


im to 


oppose it, unless they could be removed. It pro- |! same principle that taking the estate absolutely 


. 





If the proviso was retained, the | 





| 


} 
| 


; Pe tl 
shall. tenon, wanaiee one | and then we could control it, and dispose of it || 


€ said corporate authorities so | 


‘ should refuse to redeem, would not the stock at 


ave the bill with which he was not entirely satisfied; | 
gentlemen who maintained that the General Gov- || but he should not notice them at present, as that 


local measure: the whole country was interested || 
| in seeing the capital of the nation in such a con- 


| ment, because he was satisfied, if the proviso was 
| retained, the Government would be a loser to the 


| could see no diflerence between taking this stock 


GLOBE. — 
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at once did; as, by the condition, the estate might 
aaa one oo on enn oe 
Mr. LINCO ieved that there was not a 
whenever we thought proper. He would be for || member on that floor who doubted but that it was 
selling it in a reasonable time, at public auction | the duty of Congress to Tete - ee 
or otherwise. | only question now was, whether they would take 
Mr. VINTON explained, that if the proviso la pledge for itaindemnity? He could see nothing 
were stricken out the bill would be in that form, || improper in the Government receiving such a 
Mr. HAMER thought not, because another | ledge, or such an assignment, as the borrowers 
art of the bill declared that the stock should be || had to offer; but he was opposed to an advancé 
eld in trust by the United States to receive the || of $1,500,000, without the possibility of reim- 
dividends. The Government would not thére- || bursing the Treasury of the United States until 
fore be absolute owners. He thought the cities | the expiration of ten years. He was therefore 
ought to be satisfied, if we a debt and took || in hs ae out the oe yer an he 
the stock, without allowing them ten years to || was for doing that at once directly which was 
decide whether they would take it Sache If the | sought to be"Giins at a remote period indirectly. 
stock proved to be valuable, they would receive | He should vote for the bill if the proviso were 
it; and, if unprofitable, they would not. stricken out; but if it were not he feared he 
Mr. UNDERWOOD said, that in order to meet | should be constrained to vote against it, much as 
that objection he would modify his amendment || he desired that relief should be given to the Dis- 
so as to strike out all after the words, ** United || trict. 
States,’ in the second section. || Mr. EVANS did no that these corporations 
Mr. HAMER said that that modification would || would not be sacrificed at the altar of constita- 
remove his objections to the United States being || tional scruples, and that the proviso would be 
the trustee of this stock. If the amendment pre- || retained; for, if it had not been inserted, the bill 
viiled, they would have the absolute property. |; would never have reached that House. He hoped 
He would take it in that way, and prohibit the || the passage of the bill would not be jeopardized 
cities from Oak an vo on | pig en ae m4 mera pH See ae 
It had beenremarked that this conditional trans- || a disagreement between the two Houses. For 
fer of the stock had been provided for, in order | Sita he a not pone that roe ae 
|| would ever have the means of repaying the 
entlemen. He said he had no repugnancy to || money; but he had no constitutional sep es on 
Ceuirtap constitutional objections on that floor; || the en a he hoped the amendment would 
but he was very far from agreeing with all he || not be pressed. 
heard. If the United States could not take the || Mr. CUSHING said the first question he al- 
stock at once, how could they take it indirectly? || ways put to himself was, whether Congress had 
He should like to hear the distinction between || the constitutional power to pass an appropriation ; 
taking it directly and receiving it on pledge or || and next, whether the appropriation propose 
| was just and expedient within those powers? 
| Now; in the present case, the proviso did not 
\| render the bill unconstitutional, but there were 
the end of the ten years become the absolute || gentlemen who held that, if the proviso were not 
property of the Government? Undoubtedly it || in the bill, they had constitutional objections to it. 
would; and he held the principle involved in the || He was, therefore, disposed to respect those scru- 
two cases to be precisely the same, || ples, and on that ground he should vate to retain 
There were some things in the first section of || the proviso. 
r. WARDWELL was opposed to the billin 
|| its present shape, because it called upon Congress 
sag sry hen oa Lahn op See omen | to 3 oo a eee a os een 
Mr. SU" ND was in favor of retaining || and he should vote for that amendment. e bi 
the proviso; because, although some gentlemch ‘| was aoe for it held out to the people abroad 
thought differently on the constitutionel question, || that the United States were receiving an equiva- 
yet it did meet the objection of those opposed to || lent for their million and a half of dollars, when 
the Government holding stock. This was not a || such was not the fact. 
| Mr. HARPER was an advocate of the United 
States disposing of its revenue for objects of in- 
_ ternal improvement in every direction, and there- 
fore he had no constitutional scruples on the sub- 
ject. With regard to any claims the city of 
Vashington had upon Congress, he thought that 
| every other city in the Union had equal claims, 
except so far as it had a claim for taxation upon 
| the lots now belonging to the United States within 
the city. He could not vote for any appropria- 
|| tion for the District on the ground of claim. He 
| was in favor of taking the stock at once abso- 
|| lutely, and he should therefore support the amend - 
1 ment to strike out the clause, because that would 
1 be the effect of the motion if it prevailed, 
|| Mr. VANDERPOEL said he wanted to say a 
word or two in explanation. It had, perhaps, 
been inferred from what he said, when the gen- 
tleman from Ohio, (Mr. Hamen] addressed the 
committee, that he (Mr. V.) cherished constitu- 
tional scruples as to the power of the Government 
to take an absolute transfer of the canal stock. 
He had no such scruples, but, on the contrary, 
was clearly of opinion that, if Congress had 
power to takea mortgage, or aconditional trans- 
fer of the stock, it had power to take an absolute 
assignment of it; but as practical men it behooved 
us to deal with men as they were, and not as the 
should be; and though it was inadmissible to allude 
to the proceeding of the other branch of this Le- 
gislature, yet he would take occasion to say that 
no gentleman who had paid due attention to the 
proceedings of the Senate upon the bill now be- 
fore us, could doubt that, if the proviso under 
consideration was stricken out, the passage of 
the bill would be jeoparded; nay, it was almost 
certain that, in that event, it would not become a 
law. Under this apprehension, he would vote 














posed to take the stock on deposit. Why did 
we not-take it absolutely as our own, at once, 


or not, at their own option. Suppose the cities | 


dition as would be to its honor. The Congress 
was also, to some extent, pledged for the payment 
of this debt; and he trusted the bill would pass in 
its present shape. 

Mr. GLASCOCK was in favor of the amend- 


| 
1} 


extent at least of the intefest on the loan for ten 
years; for he gave a different construction to that 
clause from the one given to it by the gentleman 
from Virginia, [Mr. Mercer.] For himself, he 


absolutely at once, and taking it in the indirect 
mode recommended in the proviso. It was a dis- 
tinction without a difference, and certainly did 
not meet the constitutional objection. If the | 
ag were stricken out, he should vote for the | 

ill. | 

Mr. LOVE thought that placing the stock in | 
the character of a pledge was destructive to the 
interest of all the parties concerned, and would 
jeopardize the value of the stock to a consider- 

ble extent. He insisted that it should be abso- 
lutely held by some one empowered to make, if 
thought necessary, an immediate disposition of it. 
He could see no material difference between the 
Government holding the stock absolutely or in 
trust, withthe probable contingency of its being 
left on their hands at the end of ten yéars. He 
was well assured that these corporations would 
fever be in a situation to redeem the pledge. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD remarked that the pro- 
viso might be an attempt to smother and deceive, 
but it certainly did not remove the constitutional 
objection, because the condition involved the 


| 
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inst the amendment now under consideration, | 
though the bill would be more acceptable to him || 
(Mr, V.) if the proviso were stricken out. If he 
wished to secure an object which he deemed one 
of paramount justice or expediency, and if to |, 
obtain that object it was necessary to move or || 
‘sacrifice a receiver, for one, he would freely make || 
the sacrifice. He believed that the relief of the 
cities of this District from the burdens under || 
which they were now staggering was called for | 
by the honor of the nation; and, to secure this | 
very desirable end, he would dispense with some | 
provisions in the details of the bill which were | 
preferable to some that were retained, if the adop- | 
tion of the former would endanger the final pas- | 
sage of the bill. He believed that we ought to 
relieve the corporations of the District, but wheth- 
er the obligation to do so resulted from our 
past legislation, or from other considerations, he || 
would not here undertake to say; when the proper || 
time arrived he would, perhaps, say something 
upon this point. He had only rose to say that 
he had no constitutional scruples to deter him from 
voting for the amendment of the gentleman from | 
Kentucky; but that, as he did not deem the pro- | 
viso proposed to be stricken out of vital import- 
ance, he would vote against striking it out, be- || 
cause he believed, if struck out, the whole bill 
would be defeated. 

Mr. W. B. SHEPARD made an earnest ap- | 
peal to the commitice to take the question on the 
amendment at once, so that the bill might be re- 
ported to the House. 

The question was then taken; and the amend- 
ment was rejected —ayes 64, noes 65. 

Mr. FAIRFLELD moved to amend the bill by 
inserting in the second section a provision re- 

uiring the repayment by the cities of all interest 
thut may accrue on payments made by the Gov- 
ernment, deducting whatever dividends may have 
been received. In support of the amendment 
Mr. F, said, that he felt disposed to go for the 
bill, but not on the grounds assumed by several 
gentlemen who had addressed the House. If he 
went for it, it would be from the necessity of the 
case —it would be to avoid incurring the national 
disgrace of having our Capitol sold under the 
hammer of an agent of foreign bankers, But he 
would like to have the bill made as perfect as 
possible before voting for it, and had therefore | 

roposed an amendment to the second section. | 
t seemed to be admitted on all hands, that if we | 
take this stock by way of pledge, and notasan | 
absolute purchase, the payment of interest as well 
as principal should be made by the cities ona 
reconveyance to them of the stock. But it has 
been contended by the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr. Lincoxn,] and the gentleman from 
Virginia, [Mr. Soreee’ that by a fair legal con- 
struction of the bill the payment of interest is 
provided for. I cannot agree with gentlemen in 
this construction; to me it appears plainly other- 
wise. But perhaps the argument having the most 
plausibility in it is one advanced by the gentle- 
man from North Carolina, [Mr. Saeparp,]} which 
is, that inasmuch as the transfer appears to be in 
trust the payment of interest would follow of 
course. Lutit appears to me that this merely 
establishes the relation which is to exist between 
the parties, and has nothing to do with the extent | 
of the liability of either to the other. ‘I'he latter 
is expressly stated in the next sentence, to wit: 
that on reconveyance the cities shall pay to the 
Government the same amount that may have been 
paid by the Government. Nothing, however, is | 
said about the payment of interest. Now, would 
any gentleman contend that interest would be re- 
coverable on a note of hand which did not pro- 
vide for the payment of interest? If not, why 
should it be contended for here? It appears to 
me there is no more ground for it in one case than 
in the other; and those who entertain the same 
opinion will, I trust, vote with me for the amend- 
ment, 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. GRAVES then moved to amend the bill 
by an additional section, providing for the pur- 
chase, by the United States, of the stock of the 
Louisville and Portlane canal, 

Mr. MERCER suggested that the motion was | 
out of order. 

Mr. W. B. SHEPARD contended that it was | 


, order on the first ground stated by the gentleman 


|, he should oppose bills in Committee of the Whole, 


| be the nature of their complaints if the seat of 


| being lavished on this District? No, this propo- 


| President of the United States did not abandon 
| the principles of his veto mes 


a 
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out of order, on the ground that this day was set 


Lane, Farrriecp, and Towxes.] He adverted 


apart exclusively forthe consideration of bills for |) to the manner in which they were continual! 


the District of Columbia, with which the amend- || beset with applications for relief, 
ment had no connection; and also on the ground || poe to year, and the success of one application 


that the proposition was identically the same as 
a bill now before the House. 


The CHAIR decided the motion to be out of 


from North Carolina. 

Mr. GRAVES took an appeal from the decision 
of the Chair, and briefly argued the question. 

Mr. JENIFER asked the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky if he really wished this bill to pass; be- 
cause, if he did, Mr. J. hoped he would withdraw 
his amendment, since it would inevitably defeat 
the bill. 

After a few words from Mr. BOON, the decis- 
ion of the Chair, that the amendment was out of 
order, was sustained without a count. 

Mr. HAWES moved to strike out the enacting 
clause, and proceeded to address the committee at || 
length in opposition to the bill. He said in future } 


so as to prevent discussion being cut off by the |, 
previous question. On referring to the memorial | 


|| from the city of Washington, which Mr. H. read, | 


it appeared that they claimed this relief from Con- |, 


|| gress entirely on the ground of a claim, that the |’ 
| original proprietors of the land had surrendered | 


it withouta full consideration. Now, he contended 


|, that, ifany claim existed on this greene the real || 
/and only claimants should be t 


e heirs of the 
Mr. H. then proceeded 


original proprietors. 


| to review the memorial at length, to show that 


the city of Washington had no just claim upon | 


_Congress. On the contrary, all their present em- 
| barrassments were the result of extravagance and 
| improvidence on their own part, and in no way 





grew out of their relations to the Government of 


the United States. If, however, they complained ! 


that their embarrassments grew out of the fact of | 
this city being the seat of Government, where so 
many millions had been expended, what would | 


Government should be removed? He designated 
this as one of the most extravagant propositions 


| that ever had been introduced into Congress, It 
| involved an expense of at least three millions of | 
| dollars, or from three to: five dollars an acre for | 


every acre of land over the twelve miles square of 
the District of Columbia. Would the people of | 
the United States in any section of the country | 
approve of $3,000,000 of their hard earnings | 


sition would not, and could not stand‘ such a test. 
But there was another consideration. If the 


es upon internal 
improvements, he must veto this bill if it should 
ever be presented to him. Mr. H. expressed his 
surprise at the remark of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. SutHervanp,] that the honor 
and glory of the American people were involved 
in keeping up the metropolis of this country, or 
in keeping Pennsylvania avenue in repair. He 


ne 


could not subscribe to that. Mr. H. then entered 
| intoa review of the constitutional questions grow- 


ing out of the bill, and contended that the General 


, Government had no more right to tax the people, 


or to take the people’s money, for the purpose of 
holding stock in the District of Columbia, tran 
anywhere else; and on this ground he fervently 
hoped and believed that the President of the 
United States would veto it. : 

The principle of this bill was precisely the same 
as that of the Maysville road bill, the only differ- 
ence being that one provided for an eastern, and 


the other a western, expenditure. He, therefore, 


called upon all his friends on that floor who had 


' sustained the President on the Maysville veto to 


vote with him against the present proposition. 


Moreover, the Maysville road bill appropriated |. 


only $1,000,000, whereas the present one involved 
an expenditure of $3,000,000, and was, therefore, 
so far as the amount of money was concerned, 
three times as unconstitutional as the former. 
The honorable member then went over the names 
of the members of the Committee for the District 
of Columbia, remarking upon the inconsistency 
of the principles of this bill with those pro- 
| fessed by some of the gentlemen of that commit- 
i tee, [Messrs. Vanperrort, Bovutpm, Rocerss 


ng from 


sing only the precursor to another. He ad- 


_ verted to the numerous memorials that had been 
presented. They first asked for lots, and they 
are given to them. They thencome back, in the 


very same session of Congress, and ask Congress 
to buy them back again, and give some one hun- 
dred and fifty or two hundred thousand dollars 
for them. They then petition for a lottery, and 


suffer themselves to be cheated out of $250,000 


by it; and sure he was that; if the present bill 
passed, before to-morrow’s sun would set the 
city of Washington would be there again begging 


| Congress to relieve them from their loss. For the 


citizens of the District, individually, he enter- 
tained the highest respect, for he had always re- 
ceived at their hands great kindness and respect. 

As soon as Mr. H. had concluded, the question 
on his motion was taken and rejected—yeas 39, 


, nays 89. 


r. LINCOLN then addressed the committee 
in opposition to the second section of the bill, 
which provided that the stock should be held in 
trust by the Secretary of the Treasury and his 
successors, but contained no provision for voting 
the stock, and thereby securing the rights of the 
holders. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL said he had drawn an 
amendment expressly providing for that objec- 
tion by authorizing the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to represent and vote the stock. 

r. GRAVES then moved to strike out the 
first section of the bill. 

Mr. VINTON moved that the committee rise; 
which was lost—yeas 52, nays 68. 

Mr. GRAVES then gave way to 

Mr. VANDERPOEL, who moved the amend- 
ment indicated above; which was agreed to nem. 
con. 

Mr. GRAVES then proceeded to state his ob- 
jections to the first section of the bill; the effect 
of which he stated to be, in consequence of the 
present depressed value of the stock, a donation 
of $900,000 to the three cities of the District of 
Columbia. Mr. G. also adverted to the large 
expenditures heretofore made by Congress, inde- 
pendent of the Government buildings, for the 
erection of prisons, penitentiary, interest on the 
Holland loan, &c., amounting in the gross to 
$2,392,000, besides many items he did not enu- 
merate, and the appropriation proposed in the 
present bill. 

The motion of Mr. Graves was lost without 
a count. 

Mr. MANN had hitherto opposed every step 
taken to burden the country with the extrava- 
gant charges of this District; and, though he was 
sensible of the extent of their embarrassments, 
yet he was conscientiously compelled to vote 
against the present bill. He should feel it hisduty 
to oppose the bill upon constitutional grounds, 
if there was no other objection to it. The bill 
divested of all surplusage was a bill in substance 
and in fact to authorize, as an original proposi- 
tion, a subscription to the stock of the Chesa- 

eake and Ohio canal; and if the principle of the 

ill was a sound one, there was not a city in the 
Union which could not claim relief under similar 
circumstances of embarrassment. Mr. M. then 
moved, at the request (he said) of a friend to the 
bill, an amendment to the following effect: aro 
viding, that the stock of the Chesapeake and Ohio 
canal, owned by the three corporations of Wash- 
ington, Georgetown, and Alexandria, shall be 
transferred absolutely to the Goverpment of the 
United States, which stock shall be sold at auc- 
tion, after the lapse of ten years, by the Secretary 
of the Treasury. 

Mr. W. B. SHEPARD remarked that the 
motion was similar in effect to a proposition re- 


— by the committee that day. It wouldalso 


‘ested to throw so muc 


ties inter- 


manifestly to the injury of all the 
e market all 


stock into 


at once, at a fixed period, without probably there 
_ existing at the time any valid reason for it. 


| 
| 





The amendment was then rejected. 

Mr. JARVIS moved to strike out all that part 
of the first section which proposed to pay out of 
the Treasury the sum of $681,086 to the several 











corporations ) t 
sums as have been paid by the said corporations 


the negotiation therefor. 


GTON. 
The amendment of Mr. Jarvis was then nega- 
tived—ayes 61, noes 62; when 


I 


The committee rose, reported the bill asamend- | they refused to receive the notes of banks their 


ed to the House;and, on motion of Mr. HAR- 
DIN . 
The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, May 6, 1835. 
The following message was received from the | 


son, his Private Secretary: 


To the Senate and House of Representatives : 
Believing that the act of the 12th July, 1832, does not 
enable the Executive to carry into effect the recently ne- 
iated additional article to the treaty of limits with Mex- | 
co, I herewith transmit to Congress copies of that article, | 
that the necessary legislative provisions may be made for | 
its faithful execution on the part of the United States. | 


ANDREW JACKSON. 
Wasaineton, May 6th, 1836. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


" Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported without amendment the bill from | 
the House for the relief of Joseph W. Green and | 
others. 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on | 
Pensions, who had been instructed by a resolu- | 
tion of the Senate to inquire into the expediency 
of granting a pension to Stephen Bohanan, re- | 
ported a bill for his relief; which was read, and | 
ordered to a second reading. 


Mr. HENDRICKS, from the Committee on || 


ied tall Chine th whieh tend been, vetersed || state of exchange was favorable or otherwise. 
’ 


the petition of Augustus Jones, reported a bill | 
for his relief; which was read, and ordered to a | 
second reading. 

On motion of Mr. SOUTHARD, the Commit- | 
tee on Naval Affairs was discharged from the | 
further consideration of the resolution directing 
them to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a navy-yard at Baltimore. 

Mr. SOUTHARD, from the same committee, 
to which had been referred the memorial of the 
City Council of Charleston, South Carolina, pray- | 
ing that a navy-yard may be established at that | 
place, and the resolution of the Senate directing | 
them to inquire into the expediency of establish- | 


| 


thereon. 
MR. MELVILLE. 


Mr. CALHOUN presented some additional | part of the Secretary’s report came in, in part 


documents to substantiate the statements of Mr. 
Melville, the dismissed custom-house officer of 
Newport, Rhode Island, whose petition he had 
presented some time ago. 


BANK NOTES. 


Mr. EWING moved that there be printed one 
thousand extra copies of the additional report of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, made some days 
ago in answer to his resolution of inquiry relative 
to the bank notes received from the land offices by 
the deposit banks, and the transfer of funds from 
the West to the East, 

Mr. E. begged leave to say, in reference to that 
report, that it was called for in consequence of a 
circular from one of the deposit banks, in which 
it was declared that none of the notes of the other 
banks of Ohio would be received unless they 
would agree to give drafts on Baltimore in pay- 
ment for them at thirty days after date. This 
would be rather a serious matter to these banks, 
considering the high rate to which exchange had 
risen. 

In the first par: of the Secretary’s report, he 
says, that the ae banks have the authority 
to say what shall be received in payment for the 
public fands other than gold and silver; and he 
justifies them on the ground that they are answer- 
able to the Treasury for gold and silver, or its 


} 


respectively, in the shape of interest, exchanges, || deposit banks required of them to pay gold and 
costs, and expenses incurred by the terms of said || silver; it was not gold and silver that the deposit 
contract or loan, (from Holland,) or inand about ‘| banks wanted. 


| 
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of the District, in full of all such 


The amendment was | deposit banks would not take the notes of banks 
briefly advocated by Mr. JARVIS, Mr. VIN- | that paid specie on demand. 
TON, Mr. HARDIN, and Mr. GRAVES, and \| that these deposit banks wanted—it was the ex- 
opposed by Mr. MERCER and Mr. WASH- || change which they sold at a profit. 


| 


| 
} 


‘| banks from and to which such transfers had been 


} 


|| said) did these deposit banks want the exchange? 





United States, that they might know what the 





|| [Ilinois, and Missouri, and the Michigan Terri- 


: || transferred to banks in the eastern cities since the | 
ing a navy-yard at Key West, made reports 








| next-door neighbors; such, for instance, as the 


| Franklin Ban 


| they could instantly get specie for, only by walk- || 


| banks, that they had to transmit the greater part 
President of the United States, by Mr. Done - || 


a brokerage out of the money of the United | 


time. 


Secretary of the Treasury has stated to Congress, || 


days past to the Senate, (the consideration of 
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— 


equivalent. Now, (said Mr. E.,) it was not a | banks manage their own affairs in their own 
cause of complaint with the Ohio banks that the | way; it was merely his purpose to show that the 
course and the conduct of the Secretary of the 
Treasury upon the subject of the public money 
in deposit in Ohio, and in the other States men- 
tioned in the resolution of the Senator, was wholly 
unexceptionable; that he had pursued towards 
\the banks of those States, as far as he had 
authority to interposc, the same liberal, just, and 
a recent publication, that they had agreed to re- | impartial course which he had pursued towards 
ceive the notes of some distant banks, and the | the banks in the other States. 
weakest banks in the State; but at the same time || It certainly was known to the Senate that the 
| bills of the State banks are not by law receivable 
| for the public lands. Nothing but gold and silver, 
of Columbus, one of the most | and bills of the Bank of the United States, are 
able and solvent banks in the State, whose notes || by law receivable; and whatever regulations are 
| made between the banks who have the public 
ing across the street. | money in deposit, and who are tu be edlled upon 

Tn another part of the Secretary’s report he | to transfer, or in any way to disburse it, and 
found that the reaSons given by these deposit || other banking institutions, upon the subject of 
their own paper currency, is matter exclusively 
| for them, and with which the Secretary can have, 
and should have, nothing to do. The deposit 
banks are liable, in pursuance of the contraet 
between the Government and them, to pay out 
| the deposits in specie—to transfer their funds, 
without charge, to any section of the country 
where they may be wanted for expenditure, or 
where they may be preserved in greater security. 
It must be, therefore, wholly a regulation between 
the banks themselves—a regulation for their con- 
venience—entered into for their accommodation, 
| and the accommodation of the public, and which 
| will be observed so long as, and no longer, than 
it will be conducive to their interests. 

Mr. H. remarked, that aithough he had very 
cursorily looked through the report of the Sec- 
| retary of the Treasury in manuscript, yet he was 
|| Not disposed to discuss that report at this time. 
| The report, when published, would speak for 
itself; it would show the principles upon which 
the transfers of public money are made from one 
point to another. The report-will clearly show 
that they are made toa given point, when a greater 
expenditure is there demanded than the ordinary 
collections at that given point will meet the re- 
quirements of the Government. The report will 
|| show that these transfers are sometimes made, 
| very properly, with a regard to the safety and 
security of the public money; but never have 
these" transfers been ordered by the present head 
of the Treasury Department, unless for some 





he complaint was, that the 


It was not specie 


He saw, by 


of their collections to the East, were not sustained 
by him. He had been under the impression that 
they had to do so, but, to his great surprise, he 
found that the Secretary only required them to 
transmit one two hundred and fifty-third part of 
their receipts to the East. But why (Mr. E. 


It was that they might make a profit out of t— 


States. ° 
One other thing was said by the Secretary in 
this report, and that was, the facilities of exchange 
never were better than they were at the present 
He (Mr. E.) mentioned this, not to con- || 
tradict the Secretary, for a contradiction here was 
| 


of no consequence whatever. He mentioned this | 
single fact, that it might go abroad to the world— 
to the merchants and men of business in the 


He did not contradict the Secretary, for the mer- | 
chants and men of business knew whether the || 


Mr. HUBBARD remarked that he tendered 
his thanks to the Senator from Ohio for having 
renewed the motion which he presented a few 


which was postponed upon the Senator’s mo- 
tion,) to have printed a thousand extra copies of | 
the report of the Secretary of the Treasury,whith || 
was communicated to the Senate in answer to the || 
resolution which that Senator had offered requir- | such just and meritorious consideration which I 
ing the Secretary to inform the Senate ‘* what | have mentioned. Never have they been ordered 
amount of moneys of the United States, received_| with a view to prejudice, to weaken, to embarrass 


for public lands in the States of Ohio, Indiana, || the section or the money market at the point from 


The 


_which these transfers. have been made. 
| Secretary of the Treasury is incapable of being 
influenced by any such biameworthy considera- 
tions. 
Mr. H. said all he desired was, that the report 
might be published, and that all judgments upon 


_its merits or demerits mig be suspended, until 
answer to this resolution of the Senator from Ohio, || it shall have been printed, read, and considered. 


he had moved that a thousand extra copies should || He thought he hazarded litde in saying, that 
be printed; and when the report now under con- || when wellexamined it would give to the Seostor 
sideration was communicated he had made a‘) from Ohio himself entire satisfaction—that it 
similar motion. [n :naking these motions he was | would afford entire satisfaction to the Senate and 
principally governed by a desire to give early in- | tothe wholecommunity. It would show most con- 
formation to the public; so that if the Secretary || clusively, that the Secretary of the Treasury was 
of the Treasury had been in fault, in relation to | Rots tn relation to this matter, in the least degree 
this matter, it should be known as extensively, || liable to censure. He would merely add that, un- 
at least, as the reports should be circulated—and | less he was greatly mistaken, the report would 


that, if no blame was chargeable upon him, he | 


| show, so far from pursuing an oppressive course, 
might stand acquitted from something more than || that no more money had ‘been transferred from 


a mere insinuation, which, in the progress of this || those points of collection than a proper regard 
affair, had been, in his judgment, cast upon that || to public convenience and economy demanded; 
officer. He therefore tendered to the Senator his || that it will be found that there was left in deposit 
thanks for having renewed the motion; and if || within the limits of Ohio, at the latest returns, 
he had rightly understood the remarks which had || millions more than were in deposit in that State 
just been made by the Senator from Ohio, he had || in June, 1835, and more than, in all probability, 
not undertaken to gainsay any part of the report || will be required for public expenditures within 
itself, or to complain of the Secretary for the man- || that State for the whole of the current year; and 
ner in which he had answered his resolution. He || the same remark will apply to the other States 
He was not disposed to engage himself in any mat- || and to the Territory named in the resolution of 
ter in controversy between the deposit banks in || the Senator. It will be found that more of they 
Ohio and the other banks of the State. Whatever || public money was at the last returns in deposit 
the Senator had been pleas«d to say as to the éourse || in Ohio alone, than in all the New England States, 
and conduct of the State banks, having the public || Massuchusetts excepted. He did not, however, 
money in deposit, with reference to the other || wish to pursue this subject further. He hoped 
banks of that State, did not seem to require any that the motion of the Senator would prevail; 
notice from him. He was disposed to let these | that the thousand copies would be published, and 


tory, had been, in pursuance of his instructions, 


30th of June, 1835, and that he designate the 


made.”’ It will be recollected that, when the first 
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ne be distributed with as little delay as possi- 
ec. 

Mr. EWING, of Ohio, replied, that the report 
of the Secretary did not show that any unreason- 
able amount had been transferred from Ohio. 
The Senator was mistaken in supposing that there 
had been no transfer, for the Secretary said tothe 
contrary, though the amount was too small-to 
warrant the deposit banks in saying that they 
ha‘ to transmit all the money they had collected 
to the East. 

The motion to print was then adopted. 


INCREASE OF SALARIES. 

Mr. WRIGHT moved to take up the bill pro- 
viding for the salaries of certain officers, and for 
other purposes; which motion was agreed to; and 
the bi 
W., it was ordered to a third reading. 

GABRIEL W. DENTON. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the Committee on 

the Judiciary, reported a bill for the relief of Ga- 


to a second reading. 
RESOLUTIONS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. WEBSTER submitted the following reso- 
lution; which lies on the table one day: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War intorm the Senate | 


whether au) contract has been made with any person or 








i having been amended, on motion of Mr. || 
j 
| 


briel W. Denton; which was read, and ordered | 


| 


| 


| 
| 


| 
| 


persons tor the removal of the Oreck indians, Or any partof | 
them, to the country west of Ue Mississippi; and if any | 


such contract has been made, that he state with what per- 
sons, or what terins, and under what authority ; and whether 
such contract was entered into alter advertisement and 
public notice, Or without such advertisement or public 
nouce, 


_Mr. WALL submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which lies on the table one day: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 


establishing a imail route from Freehold, in the county of 
Monmouth, to Princeton, in the county of Middlesex, via 


Haightstown, in the same county, in the State of New | 


Jersey ; aivo, from Philadelphia, in the State of Pennsyl 

vania, to New Egypt, in the couvty of Monmouth, via 
Cookstown, Jacob town, Recklesstown, and Bordentown, 
in the county of Burlington, and State of New Jersey ; also, 
from the city of New York to Easton, in Pennsylvania, via 
Port Colden, Oxiord Furaace, and Belvidere, in the county 
of Warren, in the State of New Jersey. 


The following resolution was submitted by Mr. 
LEIGH; which was considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he 
is hereby, requested to make the report required of him in 


relation to the claim of the heirs of Frangois Cazean, to | 
the present session of Congress, if he shali find it in bis | 


power to doso.” 
POSTPONEMENT OF LAND SALES. 


On motion of Mr. BLACK, the resolution to 
suspend from sale certain public lands acquired 
by the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek, was taken 
up; and, after being amended, on motion of Mr. 
WALKER, the resolution was ordered to a third 
reading. 

CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATIONS. 


On motion of Mr. WEBSTER, the bill making 
appropriations for the civil and diplomatic ex- 
penses of the Government for the year 1836 was 
taken up; the question being on the motion to 
strike out the appropriation of $20,000 for the 
Documentary History of the Revolution, now 
being compiled by Clark & Force. 

After some remarks from Messrs. BENTON, 
KING of Alabama, and SOUTHARD, the mo- 
tion was agreed to; and the bill having been 
further amended, was ordered to a third reading. 


BILLS ORDERED TO A THIRD READING. 


The following bills were severally read the 
second time, and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading: 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of David 
McCord; 

The bill to provide for the enlistment of boys 
in the Navy; 

The bill for the relief of Captain Melancthon 

, T. Woolsey, of the United States Navy; and 

The bill hor the relief of Daniel Steinrod. 

On motion of Mr. CLAYTON, the Senate pro- 
ereded to the consideration of Executive busi- 
ness; and when the doors were opened— 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL—aAGAIN. 
The bill making appropriations for the civil and 





| 


| diplomatic expenses of the United States for the ! War Derantment, May 5, 1836. 


| year 1836, having ct =|) 
y ’ g been reported correctly en 1] mote of this dates f 


, next, 


which were read twice, and committed: 


| 





grossed, was read the third time, and passed. 
The Senate then adjourned over to Monday 


hi 


| 
———_______—_—_- 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | 
Fripay, May 6, 1836. 


Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, from the Com- 
mittee of Claims, reported the following bills; 


A bill for the relief of Christopher Clark; and 

A bill for the relief of Philip Marshall, repre- || 
sentative of John Marshall, decéased. 

Mr. W., from the same commitiee, reported 
resolutions referring the case of Don Juan Pedraza 
to the President, for the purpose of obtaining the 
vpinion of the Attorney General on the same, 
on) which were agreed to. 

Mr, 


W., from the same committee, reported, 
with amendment, the bill from the Senate for the 
relief of John S. Stiles; and the same was com- || 
mitted. 1] 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, reported a bill appropriating |) 
$1,0U0,000 for the defense of the western irontier, 

Mr. C, sent to the Clerk’s table the following || 
communications from the Secretary of War on 





| 


the Quartermaster General, to show the necessity \| 


of speedily disposing of this bill: | 
War Department, May 4, 1836. | 


Sir: In January last orders were given to Major General 
Gaines to take measures for the defense of the western | 
frontier of Louisiana. Events which were then passing in | 
Texas led to the belief thata state of things might arise re- | 
quiring the interposition of the Government to protect the | 
inhabitants of that portion of the United States from the | 
calamities of war. | 

Tiere were placed, subject to General Gaines’s orders, | 
three regiments of infantry and seven companies of dra- | 
goons ; and he was instructed to prevent, by force if neces- | 


sary, auy armed parties from crossing the boundary line || 
He was algo in- |) 


into the territory of the United States. 
formed that the thirty-third article of the treaty with Mexico 
imposes upon both of the contracting parties the duty of 
preventing all hostile incursions on the part of the Indians 
into the possessions of the other; and he was directed to | 
take the necessary measures for fulfilling this obligation on 
the part Of the United States. He was also instructed, if | 
called upon by the civil authority for any aid towards | 
enijorcing the laws having relation to the neutral duties of | 


the United States, to render such assistance as the laws || 


prescribe; and he was referred to the district attorneys of | 
the two districts of Louisiana for their opinion upon such | 
points of law connected with his duty as might arise. He 
was also particularly advised that it was the duty of the | 
United States to remain entirely neutral, and to cause their | 
neutrality to be respected. 

By information recently received from General Gaines, it | 
appears that he considers it necessary that his force should | 
be increased, with a view to afford proper protection to the | 


trontiers. He has, therefore, called upon each of the Gov- | 


| ernors of Louisiana, Mississippi, and Tennessee, for a | 
| brigade, and upon the Governor of Alabama fox a battalion | 


} 
| 





| 


of militia ; the whole, or as many of them as practicable, to | 
be mounted. He reports that the Mexican forces are rapidly 


| approaching the border; and he anticipates that, as soon as | 


they have reached the vicinity of the Indians, these will 
join in the contest, and that the Indian force will respect | 
no boundary line ; and the operations in Texas. as described | 
by General Gaines, cannot fail to produce a favorable effect | 
upon the cruel disposition and predatory habits of the | 
Indians. 

I have, therefore, the honor to suggest to the Committee 


| of Ways and Means the propriety of an appropriation of 
| $1,000,000 * to defray the expenses attending the defense | 


of the western frontier of the United States, to be expended 

under the direction of the Secretary of War, conforimably | 

to the provision of the act of — 5, 1832, making appro- | 

priations for the support of the Army.’’ 
I send for the information of the committee a letter from | 

the aeemermanet General. é, 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant 

Sie eer LEW: CASS. 

Hon. C. C. Camsretene, Chairman Committee of Ways 

and Means, House of Representatives. 


QvuaRTERMASTER GeNneRAL’s Orrice 
Wasnineton City, May 3, 1835. 


Sir: The operations on the frontiers of Texas will re- 
quiep large appropriations. I have arequisition on my table 
or $100,000 for that service, and have not a dollar to meet 
it. A have received a letter from the assistant quartermas- 
ter at Natchitoches, re ng that he had found great diffi- 
culty in obtaining land transportation for five companies. 
The wagons and horses, as well as mules for packing, must 
be taken from Ohio, Kentucky, or Tennessee. Should the 
operations be continued through the season on the scale 
indicated by General Gaines’s requisitions, a milion of dol- 
lars will probably be required for the service of this depart- 
ment alone. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servont, 

TH. 8. iesvp, Quartermaster 


The Hon. Secretary or Wan, Washington City. 


Sir: In consequence of the intimation contained in your 
g leave to observe, that the request 
for an appropriation of $1,000,000 for the protection of the 


| frontier, in my letter of yesterday, was submitted to, and 


approved by, the President. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

LEW: CASS. 
Hon. C. C. Campretenc, Chairman Committee of Ways 
and Means, House of Representatives. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG was in hopes that the 
House would agree to go into committee on this 
measure to-day. ’ ; 

The bill was then read twice, committed, and, 
together with the correspondence, ordered to be 

rinted. . 

Mr. HOWARD, from the Committee on For- 

eign Affairs, reported a bill for anticipating the 


| payment to the individual claimants of the in- 

_demnities due under the conventions with France 
| of July 
October 14, 1832; which was read twice, and com- 
| mitted. 


4, 1831, and with the two Sicilies of 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, reported, 
without amendment, the bill from the Senate to 
extend the time for issuing scrip certificates on 
military land warrants; and the same was com- 
mitted. 

Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported the following resolution 
which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of amending the 
| Jaws fixing the salaries of the several district judges of the 
| United States, soas to establish a more equitable compen- 


| sation for the services they are res vely required to 
| perform. 


Mr. CHAPMAN, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, reported, without amendment, a 
| bill from the Senate for the relief of Samuel 
| Smith, Lynn Magee, and Semoiza, Creek Indians, 
_and a bill for the relief of Elijah Simmons; and 

the same were committed. 

Mr. CRAIG, from the Committee on Revolu- 
| tionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
| the legal representatives of Timothy Feley, de- 


ega 
i seals late of the army of the Revolution; which 
|| was read twice, and committed. 


Mr. CONNOR, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, reported, without 
amendment, the joint resolution from the Senate 
| to change the time of making contracts for the 
| transportation of the mail. 

Mr. C. moved that it be read a third time. 

Mr. GRANGER asked for some explanation 
of the proposition. 

Mr. CONNOR explained, in a few words, the 
| object of the resolution. At present, the mail 





*| contracts were made to terminate on the Ist of 





January, and the fiscal year of the Department 
ended on the Ist of July. The resolution gave 
the Postmaster General the power to extend the 
contracts from the Ist of January to the Ist of 
| July, so as to make the contracts and the fiscal 
year terminate at the same time hereafter. This 
| would add to the convenience of all parties con- 
| cerned. 

Mr. GRANGER doubted the propriety of 
| legislating an extension of existing contracts, and 
| thereby excluding all competition. 

The resolution was then passed. 

Mr. CASEY, from the Committee on Public 
| Lands, reported the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the bill to “ graduate the price of the 
public lands, to make provision for actual settlers, and to 
cede the refuse lands to the States in which they lie,” be 
made the special order of the day for the 17th, 18th, and 
19th of this instant, and that it take precedence on those 
days over all other business, unless sooner disposed of. 


Mr. VINTON moved to amend the resolution 
by inserting after the word ‘‘ Resolved,’’ the 
words, «That the bill from the Senate to dis- 
tribute the proceeds of the sales of the public 
lands and to grant lands to certain States, and’’ 
—so as to include this bill also in the special 
order, and to give it precedence over the bill 
named in the resolution of the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. PATTON moved to lay the resolution and 
amendment on the table. > 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, asked 
for the yeas and nayson the motion; which were 
ordered; and were— 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Bean, Beaumont, Bockee, Boul- 
din, Bovee, Brown, Buchanan, Burns, Bynum, Cambre- 











leng, Nathaniel H. Claiborne, Cleveland, Coffee, Coles, 
Conner, Cramer, Cushman, Dickerson, Doubleday, Drom- 
e, Effner, Fairfield, Parlin, Fowler, Fry, William K. 
uller, James Garland, Gillet, Glascock, Grantland, Haley, 
Joseph Hall, Hamer, Hawes, Holsey, Hopkins, Howard, 
Huntington, ingham, Jabez Jackson, Jarvis, Joseph Johu- 
son, Richard M. Johnson, Benjamin Jones, Kennon, iil- 
re, Klingensmith, Lansing, Laporte, Gideon Lee, Joshua 
ee, Leonard, Logan, Uoyall, Lucas, Abijah Mann, Job 
Mann, John Y.Masou, Moses Mason, William Mason, 
McKay, McKim, McLene, Miller, Morgan, Muhlenberg, 
Owens, Patterson, Patton, Franklin Pierce, Phelps, Pinck- 
ney, Joseph Reynolds, Roane, Rogers, Seymour, Sickles, 
Suthe:land, Taylor, Thomas, John Thomson, Toucey, | 
Turner, Turrill, Vanderpoel, Wagener, Ward, Webster, | 
Weeks, and Thomas J. Whittlesey—91. | 
NAYS—Messrs. Chilton Allan, Hé@man Allen, Anthony, 
Ashley, Bailey, Bell, Boud, Boon, Briggs, William B. Cal- 
houn, Campbell, Carr, Casey, George Chambers, Chapman, 
Childs, John F. H. Claiborne, Clark, Corwin, Crane, Dar- | 
lington, Denny, Duniap, Evans, Everett, Forrester, French, 
Philo C. Fuller, Rice Garland, Granger, Graves, Grayson, 
Grennell, Griffin, Hiland Hall, Hardin, Harlan, Harper, 
Samuel 8S. Harrison, Albert G. Harrison, Hazeltine, Hen- 
derson, Heister, Hoar, Hunt, Huntsman, Ingersoll, William 
Jackson, Janes, Jenifer, Cave Johnson, Henry Johnson, 
Kinnard, Lane, Lawler, Lay, Lewis, Lincoln, Love, Lyon, 
Martin, Sampson Mason, Maury, McCarty, MeComas, | 
McKennan, Mercer, Morris, Parker, Pettigrew, Potts, Ren- 
cher, John Reynolds, Ripley, Robertson, Russell, William 
B. Shepard, Siade, Spangler, Sprague, Standefer, Steele, 
Storer, Taliaferro, Underwood, Vinton, Washington, White, 
“ Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, and Sherrod Williams, 


The House being thus equally divided, the 
SPEAKER voted in the affirmative, making the | 
vote—yeas 92, nays 91. So the resolution and 
amendment were laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. CHAPMAN, (by leave,) it 
was 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of regulating by 
jaw the mode of proof to remedy the evils consequent on 
the late destruction of the records of the United States 
court for the northern district of Alabama, by fire ; and that 
the documents relating to that subject, from certain mem- 
bers of the bar at Huntsville, Alabama, be referred to that | 
committee, as well as the protest of Colonel Le Roy Pope, 
in the form of a letter against any legislation on that sub- 


ject, so as to affect a case in which he was a party in said | 
court. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky, instructed by 
the Committee on Military Affairs, moved to set 
apart one hour on Tuesday next, from eleven to 
twelve o’clock, for the consideration of a bill for 
the better protection of the western frontier, and 
the bill providing for an arsenal of construction 
in the State of North Carolina. 

Mr. THOMAS moved to amend the motion 
by substituting from one to two o’clock; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. PINCKNEY moved to amend the propo- | 
sition by including the bill for repairing the ar- | 
senal at Charleston, South Carolina; which was | 
agreed to; and, thus amended, the motion of the 
gentleman from Kentucky was agreed to. 


| 
i} 
i} 





Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky, from the Com- | 
mittee on Military Affairs, reported, with amend- | 


ment the bill from the Senate to authorize the 
Secretary of War to take additional evidence in 
support of the claims of the State of Massachu- 
setts for disbursements during the late war; which 
was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Unfavorable reports were made upon various 
petitions, &c., by Mr. BRIGGS, from the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads; Mr. 
P. C, FULLER, from the Committee of Claims; 
Mr. CHAPMAN, from the Committee on Public 
Lands; and by Mr. CRAIG, from theCommittee 
on pete wanes Lise. 

Mr. W. B. SHEPARD called for the special 
orders of the ony : 

Mr. ASHLEY asked the consent of the House, 
before proceeding with the orders of the day, to 
present the following resolution: f 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expedizncy of providing by law 
for placing at the disposal of the Governor of Missouri, for 
the use of that State, cannon, carriages, and all the neces- 
sary implements and appendages thereto, complete for the 
field, for two companies of artillery, to be used as afore- 
said, so long asthe western border of said State shall con- 
tinue to be the abode of numerous Indian tribes. 

Objection being made, Mr. ASHLEY moved 
to suspend the rules for the purpose of enablin 
him to offer the resolution; whic wind negatived. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

_The House resumed the consideration of the 
bill from the Senate for the relief of the several 
co te cities of the paotrie or Colnebie. 
amendments reported e Committee of 
the Whole were neue an 


_out of money for the relief of the District. 
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The question being on engrossing the amend- | 
ments, and ordering the bill to be read a third 
time— 

Mr. W. B. SHEPARD sstated the reasons 
which had induced the committee on the Dis- 
trict, as well of the House of Representatives as 


| of the Senate, to report their original proposi- 
| tions to their respective bodies. 
|| remarked, the Senate had instructed their com- 

| mittee to report the bill which was then under 


Afterwards, he 


consideration. The President, in his annual mes- 
sage, had called the attention of Congress to the 
subject; and heargued that the measure was noth- 
ing more than what was due to the city. He 
advocated the payment of the $681,000 of inter- 
est which the corporations had already paig on 
this money, inasmuch as the Government was 

etting the stock on which this interest was paid. 

Te argued, also, that Congress was bound to pay 


| the money because it was the guarantee of the 


loan; and said he had honed not to hear a consti- 
tutional objection to this bill. The custom-house 
at Alexandria had paid into the Treasury about 
2,000,000; and he thought, as there were no | 
scruples in receiving this money from the Dis- 
trict, that there ought to be none to the paying 
He 
thought they ought not to act the Jew’s part in 
this matter. America had astonished the world | 
in her rapid improvements; and if the District | 
cities had been led astray in this spirit of im- 
| provement, he did not think they ought to be | 
| censured for it. It had been frequently said that 
the citizens of the District had brought this bur- | 
den upon themselves by their own misconduct. | 
{[t must be recollected, however, that it was in 
| consequence of the Government insisting upon 
the canal being made twice the width which was | 
originally designed, that this embarrassment en- 
| sued. If, then, the Government had in this way 
| brought the District into this difficulty, it ought, 
at Icast, to place it where it foundit. Exclusive 


never was intended bY the original grantors that 
the Government should speculate on the property | 
| which was acquired by the original grant. Mr. 


|S. referred to documents, and showed that the || 
| Government had received as a voluntary grant || 


| from the District, or the individuals ceding it, in 
| grounds for public buildings, &c., upwards of 
 Rtntes ain He stated further that the United 


States claimed property in the streets of Wash- 
ington, and had exercised the right to close up 
streets and sell them out. He then argued that 
the Government, as owner of that property, ought 
to keep it in repair; which, if they had done, 
would have cost as much as the entire debt of the 
corporation of Washington. He said, if it was 
intended to afford relief to the District, they could 
not do less than pass this bill; less would only 
protract their difficulties. He asked gentlemen 
to pass this bill, and sever forever the responsi- 
bility of Congress in the debts of the District. 
He wished the question to be taken, because, if 
the bi!l did not then pass, he doubted whether it 
| would ever pass. 

| Mr. HARDIN obtained the floor and addressed 
| the House at length in opposition to the bill. He 
| gaid that the first consideration was, that these 


| 
| due to them by the Government; and the ques- 
| tion then was, whether or not the claim existed ? 
| The facts were these: Georgetown had subscribed 
| $250,000, Alexandria $250,000, and Washington 
:| $1,000,000, for constructing a canal from the Dis- 

| trict of Columbia to Cumberland. Now, what 


| did the bill propose? Not that Congress should — 


| pay for this stock only, but that they should pay 
| for it and also indemnify them in all their costs 
/and charges in getting the money. Calculating 
| the interest, the debt amounted to $2,700,000; and 
‘this bill appropriated 680,000 for interest paid 
| by those cities on account of the debts makin 

altogether three millions two or three hundre 

‘thousand dollars. All this Congress was ¢alled 
| upon to pay. Now, if these cities had any claim 
| upon the Government, either in law or in equity, 
he would willingly pay it; but such was not the 
fact. 
itary cent. Mr. H. then cited the act of cession, 
by the articles of which it aprenret that the ori- 
ginal proprietors of the land were paid twenty- 


legislation was granted over the District; but it || 


| cities claimed this money on account of a debt | 


The Government did not owe them a sol- | 





429 
five pounds an acre for what the Government re- 
quired. The memorial of the city set forth that 
the Government did not pay five shillings for it; 
which was a total perversion and misrepresonta- 
tion of facts. Then what interest had the present 
proprietors? Noae. The original proprsstprs 
were paid twenty-five pounds an acre for the land 
taken for public purposes, and they nor their heirs 
could set upany claim; still less could the present 
proprietors have any. 

The other claim set up was that the Govern- 
ment property had not been taxed. He denied 
that the corporation of Washington had any right 
to tax it. None of the western States had ever 
taxed the United States property within their 
limits, and he regretted that his native State of 
Pennsylvania should have done so, in the case 
of the Schuylkill arsenal, ‘The city of Washing- 
ton had no just claim on that ground. On the 
contrary, they were relieved from a variety of 
burdens which were borne by the people of every 
other section of the country. The judges, mar- 
shals, district attorney, expenses of jurors, jails, 
penitentiary, &c., were all paid by the General 
Government. Then again, the Government had 
built their jails, their court-houses, and a peni- 
tentiary, which alone had cost $100,000 —works, 
all of which were constructed by the people them- 
selves in the States. He then enumerated a va- 
riety of other expenditures for the Potomac 


| bridge, for the mud-hole pool, called the Jersey 


canal, for macadamizing Pennsylvania avenue, 
for the bridge at the Little Falls, &c., altogether 
amounting to between two and three millions of 
dollars. 

Another ground for the claim was the debt or 


obligation the General Government owed to the 


two States of Maryland and Virginia. This he 
controverted, and denied that any thing was due 


| to those States; and, therefore, this Distric: had 
no claim, and could not establish a claim upon 


| Congress on the ground of any debt due by it. 
He maintained that Congress had no more power, 
under the Constitution, to pay the debts and lia- 
bilities of the cities of Washington, Georgetown, 
and Alexandria, than to pay to the State of Indi 
ana the debt of $11,000,000 she had lately con- 
tracted for internal improvements, or to assume 
the debts of any other State, Again, it was not 


/adebt incurred exclusively for the District, for 


the States of Maryland and Virginia were as much 
interested in it, and even more, than the District 
itself. It was, therefore, expending money for 
internal improvements in those two States. The 
| mode he also objected to, for it was neither more 
nor less than taking stock in a private corporation, 
and taking itabsolutely, for the proviso was noth- 
ing more than an attempt to evade the question 
by special pleading. He denied that the Consti- 
tution gave Congress the power to take and hold 
this stock, and he reviewed this subject at some 
\length. These cities had no shadow of a claim, 
and Congress had no right to tax their constitu- 
ents to poy the debts of the people of this Dis- 
trict. But they were able to pay it themselves; 
and he would engage that four hundred yards on 
each side of the Pennsylvania avenue would, if 
| sold, pay the whole of it. The debe did not 
/ amount to the thirtieth part of the capital in the 
District. Would any one believe that George- 
town could not raise their proportion of $250,000? 
|He was convinced that they could do it, and 
| would do it if necessary, when they were to de- 
rive such advantages on the completicn of the 
canal which was to terminate at that city. Even 
if the stock was worth an investment of only one 
per cent. they would be benefited in the end. 
Another argument in support of the claim was, 
that the faith of the nation was pledged for the 
| payment of the Holland loan, Sak a correspond- 
ence between Mr. Rush and the lenders had been 
| quoted to establish this fact. Mr. H. denied that 
the faith of the nation was pledged. Mr. Rush 
_had no right, if he did give such a pledge, to do 


|| 80; forit was aright against the exercise of which 


| Mr. K. should enter his solemn protest at all 

times. Even Congress had no righ' to bind their 
, successors in that manner. He again referred to 

the enormous amount of appropriations made for 
| this District, of which the State of Maryland was 
| almost alone benefited, amounting to $4,600,000; 
| and if this bill should pass, it would amount to 
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7 000,000; and before a done it would 
all little short of $10,000,000, expended to facil- 
itate the transportation of exports from Maryland 
to the West. Even if the city of Washington 
should be sold to the Dutch, he asked what right 
had Congress to erect itself into a general insur- 
ance office for the security of this loan? or even 
if they paid the debt, why should they reimburse 
the District the sum of $650,000 which they had 
paid for interest of the loan, and costs and ex- 
penses in procuring it? Such a principle of do- 
nation was unheard of. Even in the character 
in loco parentis, Congress ought not to pass this 
bill, for its bounty had been for years most lav- 
ishly thrown away upon the District. .Mr. H. 
then entered intoa review of the value and utilit 
ofthe canal itself, the money expended on whic 
might as well have been thrown into the mud; 
and dwelt upon these points at some length. 

Mr. THOMSON, of Ohio, then moved toamend 
the bill by striking out the following from the 
second section: 

“ To be held in trust to receive the dividends on ;”’ 


And also the proviso, as amended, 


« That ifthe said corporate authorities of said cities shall, 
within ten years after the passage of this act, repay to the 
United States the amount which shall be paid under and 
by virtue of this act, for and on behalf of the said corporate 
authoriiies reapectively, with all interest that may accrue on 


payments made by the Government, deducting whatever 


dividends may have been received by the United States, the 
Secretary of the Treasury, for the time being, shall there- 
upon transfer and deliver up the said stock to the said cor- 
porate authorities so repaying the said suins to the United 
States.”’ 


And on the amendment, Mr. T. asked for the 

eas and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. MERCER rose and replied at length to the 
gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. Harpy] i sup- 
port of the bill. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD rose to make a statement. 
He and several of his friends were willing and 

‘desirous to pay the Holland debt, and take the 
stock of this company; but they would do no 
more. If the friends of the bill, then, would so 
modify it as to present it in that form, he and 
some others waka most cheerfully vote for it; if 
not, they would be compelled to vote against it. 
It was for the friends of the bill to decide whether 
they could get along with the bill without these 
votes. He would merely add, that the motion 
then made by the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. 


Tomson] was the same Mr. U. had himself made | 


yesterday, and he should of course vote for it. 
Mr. HAWES moveda call of the House; which 
was lost. 


The question was then taken on the amend- 


ment; and it was decided in the affirmative—yeas 


89, nays 67. 

Mr. JARVIS then renewed the motion, sub- 
mitted by him in Committce of the Whole, to 
strike out the whole of the first section of the bill, 
with the exception of that part of it authorizing 


the Secretary of the Treasury to assume, on be- | 


half of the United States, the Holland debt; and 
also to strike out the whole of the second section. 


Mr. J. gave notice that if this motion should pre- | 


vail he would follow it up by a further amend- 
ment having reference to interest. 

Mr. GRAVES moved to amend the amend- 
ment by striking out all the first section from the 
word **and”’ in the tenth line, and retaining the 
second section as it was in the original bill, by 
which the United States would assume to pay the 
Holland debt, and take the stock of the corpora- 


tions in the canal, which Mr. Jarvis accepted as | 


a modification. 

Mr. HAWES asked for the yeas and nays on 
the amendment, which were ordered; and the 
question being taken, it was decided in the affirm- 
alive—yeas 1U8, nays 61. 

Mr. JARVIS then moved still further to amend 
the bill by appropriating a sum not exceeding 
$75,000 for the payment of interest now due on 
the Holland joan and remaining unpaid. 

Mr. LINCOLN suggested that the interest was 

rovided for already in the first section of the bill, 
y assuming the whole of the obligations. 


Mr. JARVIS replied, that the first section con- | 


templated only the interest thereafter accruing, 
and not the interest already due. 
The amendment was agreed to without a count. 
Mr. PARKER renewed, in a modified form, 


TH 











| the amendment offered b 
| the Whole yesterday; which was lost. 
Mr. PARKER then asked for the yeas and 


nays on the engrossment of the bill; which were 
ordered. 


| Mr. HARDIN moved ‘to strike out the word | 


** deposit’’ in the second section, and insert the 
| wor ** transfer,’ and, at the suggestion of Mr. 
| Unperwoop, strike out the words ** in the hands 
| of the,’’ and insert the word ‘ to”’ the said Sec- 
| retary of the Treasury; which amendments were 
| a reed to. 

| Mr. LINCOLN moved to substitute the word 
And” for “ Provided always,” in the second 
_ section; which was agreed to. 

| Mr. MASON, of Ohio, then moved to strike 
| out the whole of the second section. 

| Mr. EVANS thought it very doubtful whether, 
| asthe bill then stood, the corporations of the 
| three cities would accept it and resign their stock. 
| aoe of them should refuse it, the Secretary of 
| the Treasury would have no 


j oe to proceed. 
| Mr. GRAVES explained the effect of the bill 
in its amended form; and remarked that the gen- 
| tleman from Maine need be under no uneasiness 
| on account of either of those cities refusing to 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| accept the bill. 
| The amendment of Mr. Mason was then re- 
jected without a count. 

The question was then taken on ordering the 
/ amendments of the House to the Senate’s bill to 
be engrossed; andit was decided in the affirma- 

tive—yeas 109, nays 71. 
So the bill was ordered toa third reading at 
this time. 

Mr. HOPKINS remarked that, as this was a 
| very important bill, he would ask for the yeas 
and nays on its final passage. 

(| Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, said there were 


| not less than sixty members absent; and as the || 
| bill appropriated no less than a million and a half |' 
| of dollars out of the public Treasury, he should || 
| like to see a full House voting upon it; he there- || 


| fore moved an adjournment; which, was !ost. 


The call for the yeas and nays was then also || 


| lost. 

i Mr. HAWES moved a call of the House, and 
| asked for the yeas and nays; but the House re- 
| fused to order them; and the motion was lost. 

Mr. MANN, of New York, then renewed the 
| call for the yeas and nays on the final passage of 
| the bill; which were ordered, and were as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adnms, Chilton. Allan, Heman Allen, 
i] Authony, Ashley, Bailey, Bockee, Borden, Briggs, Wil- 
| liam B. Calhoun, George Chambers, Childs, Cleveland, 
| Corwin, Cramer, Crane, Cashing,Darlington, Denny, Dou- 
| bleday, Everett, Fairfield, Farlin, Fowler, Fry, Philo C. 
Fuller, Rice Garland, Giascock, Granger, Grennell, Ha- 
|| ley, Joseph Hall, Hamer, Harian, Samuel 8. Harrison, 
|| Hazeltine, Henderson, Heister, Hoar, Hunt, Huntington, 
| Ingersoll, Ingham, William Jackson, Jabez Jackson, Janes, 
| Jarvis, Jenifer, Richard M. Johnson, Henry Johnson, Kil- 
fv: Kinnard, Klingensmith, Lane, Laporte, Lay ,Leonard, 
inco!n. Logan, Love, Lucas, Job Mann, Moses Mason, 
Sampson Mason, McKennon, McKim, Mercer, Miller, Mil- 
| ligan, Mublenberg, Page, Patterson, Pettigrew, Phelps, Phil- 
lips, Pinckney, Potts, Ripley, Schenck, William B. Shep- 
ard, Shinn, Sickles, Slade, Spangler, Steele, Storer, Suth- 
erland, Taliaferro, Taylor, Thomas, Turner, Underwood, 
Vanderpoel, Vinton, Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, Wash- 
ington, Webster, White, Elisha Whittlesey, and Thomas 
|| T. Whittlesey—102. 
NAYS—Messrs. Ash, Bean, Beaumont, Bond, Bouldin, 
Bovee, Brown, Buchanan, Bunch, Bynum, Carr, Carter, 
|| Casey, Chapman, Nathaniel H. Claiborne, John F. H. Clai- 
borne, Clark, Cotfee, Coles, Connor, Cushman, Deberry, 
Dromgoole, Dunlap, French, William K. Fuller, James 
Garland, Gillet, Grantland, Graves, Hardin, Hawes, Haynes, 
Holsey, Hopkins, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Benja- 
min Jones, Lansing, Lawler, Luke Lea, Lyon, Abijah 
Mann, Martin, William Mason, Maury, McComas, McKay, 
McLene, Morris, Owens, Parker, Patton, Franklin Pierce, 
| Peyton, John Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, Roane, Robert- 
Seymour, Augustine H. Shepperd, 


son, ers, Russell 
ee Sta John Thomson, Toucey, and Sherrod 


Sprague, Standeter, 
Williams—69. 


So the bill was passed. 


Mr. W. B. SHEPARD said, as there were a 
| number®of other important bills connected with 
| the District of Columbia, he moved that to-mor- 
row be set apart for their consideration. 

Mr. HOAR suggested Monday. 

Mr. JARVIS remarked that they had now 
been in session seven hours, and had appropriated 
a million and a half of money; and he, therefore, 
moved an adjournment, but he withdrew the mo- 
tion to enable the Speaker to present the follow- 
ing executive communications: 
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him in Committee of || 7» the Senate and 
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May 7, 








House of Representatives : 
Believing that the act of the 12th of July, 1832, does not 
enable the Executive to carry into effect the recently nego- 


|| tiated additional article to the treaty of limits with Mexico, 


| I herewith transmit to Congress copies of that article, that 
the necessary legislative provisions may be made for its 
faithful execution on the part of the United States. 

| ANDREW JACKSON. 
| Wasstncton, May 6, 1836. 


A communication from the Secretary of the 
, Treasury, transmitting a statement of the amount 
| of the public moneys deposited in the deposit 
| banks, by the several officers thereof, on the pub- 
lic account, on the Ist of April last; which was 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 
| Also, a communication from the same, trans- 
| mitting a statement of the number of clerks em- 
saved ta the Treasury Department; which was 
| also laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. JARVIS then renewed his motion, and the 
House adjourned. 


| HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Sarurpay, May 7, 1836. 
| On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, and by 


| unanimous consent, the House went into Com- 
| mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
(Mr. Brices in the chair) on the amendments of 
the Senate to the general appropriation bill. 
Various unimportant amendments of the Sen- 
ate were agreed to. 
The committee disagreed to the Senate’s amend- 
ment appropriating $1,600 for extra compensa- 
| tion to the judge of the eastern district of Florida, 
| for services during the years 1835-’36, under the 
| act of 23d of May, 1828; and also $800 for extra 
| 





| 


compensation to the judge of the middle district 
| of Florida. 


(This was one of the clauses in the 
“ee billas reported by the Committee of mays 
an he 


Means, and which was struck out by t 
rae 
The Senate had struck out the item of $500 for 


translations for the digest of commercial regula- 
| tions of foreign countries, and inserted in lieu 
thereof an appropriation of $5,883 34 for com- 
pleting the said digest by printing a third volume 
| thereof; the Senate had also struck out the ap- 
| propriation of $20,000 towards the Documentary 
History of the American Revolution. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG briefly explained that 
the last item had been struck out in the Senate 
by general consent, as the money would not be 
due till December next; and it was presumed by 
that time that a satisfactory arrangement could 
be made in reference to the work, or Congress 
assured of the propriety of its continuance. At 
all events, it would be quite time enough to make 
the appropriation next session. The Senate had, 
however, added an amendment, which had been 
rejected by the House, for printing the third vol- 
| ume of the Commercial Digest of Foreign Coun- 
tries; and Mr. C. sent to the Clerk’s table a letter 
in explanation of the contents of the proposed 
volume from the author, John Speare Smith, and 
also a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury 
on the same subject. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, inquired if the 
| act authorizing the publication of this work pro- 
| vided also for the third volume? 
Mr. SUTHERLAND replied, that the act 
contemplated only two volumes, but it had been 
found impossible to embrace the compilation 
'within that compass. The act, however, pro- 
_ vided for the completion of the work, and its in- 
sum of $15,606 for printing and binding the 
eighth volume of the second series of Gales & 
| Seaton’s American State Papers, and providing 
| for the distribution of the same, was then taken 

up. : 
| Pr. CAMBRELENG stated the fact that this 
| appropriation was in execution of an act of Con- 





The two branches of the amendment were then 
oenevally eoreed to without a count. 


tention ought to be carried into effect. 
The Senate’s amendment appropriating the 
ess. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG called for a division of 
Mr. JOHNSON inquired how much money 


the question. 
had been paid on account of this work? He 





distinetly recollected that, when the last appro- 
| priation was made, it was said that it w 


be 
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enough to complete the work. Now $15,000 | 
more were asked, and he supposed next session | 
they would be called on for $15,000 more. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, replied that he 
had no such understanding when the last appro- 
priation was made. 

Mr. JOHNSON said this work had already 
cost the country $155,000. 

After a few words from Messrs. GRENNEL, 
McKAY, and TOUCEY, the amendment was 

reed to—ayes 83, noes 42. 

The other amendments of the Senate were then 

reed to. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the com- 
mittee took and considered the amendment of the 
Senate to the bill providing for the salaries of 

. certain officers therein named, [extra clerks,] and 
for other purposes; and the amendment was con- 
curred in. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the com- 
mittee then rose, and the bills,as amended, were 
reported to the House. 

he House then concurred with the Commit- 


tee of the Whole in their agreement to the Sen- | 


ate’s amendment to the last mentioned bill, after 
a verbal amendment thereto being inserted at the 
suggestion of Mr. McKay. 
he amendments of the Senate to the civil ser- 
vice bill were then taken up, as reported from the 
Committee of the Whole, and severally concurred | 
in, with the exception of the one disagreed to in 
committee, and that relating to Gales & Seaton’s 
American State papers; which last was excepted | 
to by Mr. JOHNSON. 
The amendment providing for extra compensa- 
tion to the judges of the eastern and middle dis- | 
tricts of Florida was then taken up, the question | 
being on concurring with the Committee of the | 
Whole in their disagreement thereto. 
The amendment was briefly discussed b 


Messrs. OWENS, CAMBRELENG, JOHN- || 


SON, of Tennessee, and PARKER, when the | 


report of the committee was concurred in, and || 


the Senate’s amendment disagreed to. | 
The Senate’s amendment in relation to Gales | 
& Seaton’s American State Papers being then | 
taken up— 
Mr. JOHNSON asked for the yeas and nays; | 
which were not ordered; and the amendment 
was agreed to. 
An amendment of the Senate to the joint reso- | 


lution of the House to suspend the sales of lands | 


acquired by the treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek, || 


was, on motion of 
curred in. 

DEFENSE OF THE WESTERN FRONTIER. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG asked the consent of 
the House to go into committee on the bill re- 
poten yesterday, for the defense of the western 

rontier of Louisiana. 

Mr. WASHINGTON hoped the gentleman 
would permit several bills relating to the District | 
of Columbia to be disposed of to-day. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG would cheerfully aid the 
gontawns in the attainment of the object on 
onday next. 

Objection being made, Mr. CAMBRELENG 
moved to suspend the rules for the purpose stated. 
The bill which he proposed to take up ought not 
to be postponed. He had warned the House a 
month since, that in relation to the defense of the 
frontiers they were slumbering upon their posts, 
and before*another month elapsed they would | 
find that he had not been mistaken. 

Mr. HOPKINS asked for the yeas and nays 
on the motion to suspend the rules; which were 
cones and were—yeas 154, nays 34; as fol- 

ows: 


r. Bett, taken up and con- | 





Brown, Bunch, Burns, John C Cambreleng, Cam 
; , , alhoon, eee 
Coles, Con- 
setae tame, Cushing. Cushman, De 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Chilton Allan, Anthony, Ash, 
Ashley, Bailey, Bean, Bell, Bockee, Boon, Bouldin, Bovee, 
bell Carter, Casey, Chapman, Nathaniel 
borne e, John F. H. Claiborne, Clark, Cleveland, 

Dickerson Doubi Dromgoole Dun Seas Y Fae 
field, Forester, Fowler, French, Fry Wiliam i uller, 


Job Mann, Martin, John Y. Mason, Moses Mason, William | In obedience to this order, I have availed myself of the very 


Mason, Maury, McCarty, McComas, McKay, McKennan, 
McKeon, McLene, Milligan, Morgan, Muhlenberg, Owens, 
Page, Parks, Patterson, Patton, James A. Pearce, Franklin 
Pierce, Pettigrew, Peyton, Phelps, Pinckney, John Rey- 





| 


| nolds, Joseph Reynolds, Ripley, Roane, Robertson, Rogers, | 


| Russell; Schenck, Seymour, Augustine H. 
| Shields, Shinn, Sickles, Slade, Sloane, Sprague, Standefer, 
Storer, Sutherland, Taylor, John Thomson, Waddy Thomp- 
son, Toucey, Towns, Turner, Turrill, Vanderpoel, Wag- 


Shepperd, | 


| ener, Ward, Wardwell, Washington, Webster, Weeks, | 


wer? Thomas T.Whittlesey, Sherrod Williams, and Wise 
—1l4. 

| .NAYS—Messrs. Heman Allen, Bond, Briggs, William B. 
| Calhoun, George Chambers, Corwin, Crane, Darlington, 


; Hall, Hardin, Hazeltine, Hoar, Howell, Kilgore, Laporte, 
Sampson Mason, Mercer, Morris, Phillips, Potts, Reed, 

| Rencher, Spangler, Steele, Taliaferro, Underwood, Vinton, 

| Elisha Whittlesey, and Lewis Williams—34. 

| More than two thirds voting in the affirmative, 

| the motion was carried; and the House accord- 
ingly went into committee, (Mr. WuittLeser, 
of Ohio, in the chair,) on the following bill: 

| A Bill making an appropriation for the defense of the west- 

| ern frontier. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 


propriated out of the money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, to defray the expenses attending the defense 


under the direction of the Secretary of War, conformable 
| to the provisions of the act of April 5, 1832, making an 
appropriation for the support of the Army. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG sent to the table the 
following documents, embracing all the informa- 
tion in the possession of the committee on this 
subject: 


War DePaRTMENT, January 23, 1836. 


Sir: I am instructed by the President to request that you | 


would repair to some proper position near the western fron- 
tier of the State of Louisiana, and there assume the per- 
sonal command of all the troops of the United States who 
are, or may be, employed in any part of the region adjoin- 
ing the Mexican boundary. It is not the object of this order 
to change at all the relations between yourself and the mil- 
| itary departments under your command, but to require your 
personal presence at a point where public considerations 
demand the exercise of great discretion and experience. 
An order will be issued without delay to the sixth regiment, 
to proceed to Fort Jesup; and this force, together with all 


country west of the Mississippi and south of the Missouri 
rivers, will be employed, as occasion may require, in carry- 
ing into effect the instructions herein communicated to you. 

The state of affairs in Texas calls for immediate measures 
on the part of the Government. 


tra ity to be respected. 
| erations may induce one or other of the contending parties 
to approach the boundary line, with a view to cross itin 
arms. Should you find that the case, you will give notice 
| tothe persons having the direction, that they will not be 


with the means at your disposal. 


States of America will not suffer their Indians to attack the 
citizens of the Mexican States,” &c. 
The provisions of this article you will cause to be faith- 


of the Indian department in that regiou will be required to 
furnish you any information in their power in relation to 
this matter, and to carry into effect any instructions you 
may give. 
tribes inhabiting that part of the United States, the determ- 
ination of the Government to prevent any hostile incursions 


upon all their people the necessity of carefully abstaining 
from any violation of the abovementioned engagement, and 
you will not hesitate to use the force at your disposal for 
the purpose of preventing any such designs. 

Should you be called upon by the civil authority for any 
aid towards enforcing the laws having relation to the neutral 
duties of the United States, you willrender such assistance 
as the laws prescribe. 

You are requested to communicate freely with the dis- 
trict attorneys of both the districts of Louisiana, on all 
points of law connected with the execution of the instruc- 
tions ; and those officers will be desired to give you their 
opinion. 

I will thank you to keep me advised of any occurrences 
in that quarter, which it may be important for the Govern- 
went to st r edie . 

ery respectfully, your 0 nt servan 
ren , : LEW: CASS, 
Major General E. P. Gaines, Memphis, Tennessee. 


Senge Philo C. Fuller, Grayson, Grennell, Griffin, Hiland | 


That the sum of $1,000,000 be, and the same is hereby, ap- | 


the troops in the western part of Louisiana, and in the | 


It is the duty of the United | 
States to remain entirely neutral, and to cause their neu- | 
It is possible that the course of op- || 


permitted to cross into the territory of the United States ; | 
and if they attempt to do so by force, you will resist them | 


of the western frontier of the United States, to be expended | 


The thirty-third article of the treaty with Mexico requires 
both the contracting parties to prevent, * by force, all has- | 
tilities and incursions on the part of the Indian nations liv- | 
ing within their respectiye boundaries, so that the United | 


fully enforced; and the various [Indian agents and the officers | 


You will make known to the various Indian || 


| 
‘ 
i} 


1 
| 


1} 


) | citement. 
into Texas; and you will call upon the chiefs to inculcate || 


first steamboat conveyance that offered after the receipt of 
the order, 10 proceed to Baton Rouge, to enabic me to ascer- 
tain to what extent the arsenal there will furnish ordnance 
and ordnance stores, for the prompt and efficient discharge 
of the duties assigned to me—duties which derive great im- 
portance from the recen accounts of the sanguinary man- 
ner in which the Mexican forces seem disposed to carry on 
the war againat our Texan neighbors, (See the accompa- 
nying newspapers.) 

Upon this point, I take leave to suggest whether it may or 
may not become necessary, in owr own defense, to speak to 
the contending belligerents in a language not to be misunder- 
stood — a language requiring force, and military supplies, 
that shall be sufficient, if necessary, for the protection of 
our frontier, to check the savage operations of each of the 
contending parties, who may forget to respect the laws of 
war and our neutral rights—until Mexico and the United 
States shall, by an ocueeness of existing ditficulties, putan 
end to the scenes of barbarism which cannot but endanger 
the peace and other vital interests of all the parties con- 
cerned—scenes of barbarism disgraceful to all who enact or 
tolerate them. 

Should [ find any disposition on the part of the Mexicans 


| or their red allies to menace our frontier, I cannot but deem 


itto be my duty not only to hold the troops of my command 
in readiness for action in defense of our slender frontier, bat 
to anticipate their lawless movements, by crossing our sup - 
posed or imaginary national boundary, and meeting the sav- 
age marauders whereyer to be found, in their approach 
towards Our frantier. 

Should I err in this view of the subject, in which, how- 
ever, Lam convinced the laws of war and of nations will 
bear me out, [ shall be gratified to receive the views of the 
President, to which I shail scrupulously adhere. But if it 
be otherwise—if my own views are approved, I shall, in 
that event, have occasion for some mounted volunteers, 
with other forces sufficient to make my numerical strength 
equal to the estimated strength of the contending parties, 
which is now estimated at eight thousand to twelve thou- 
sand men, (8,000 to 12,000 men.) With a view to this pos- 
sible contingency, I have already desired the fine legionary 
brigade, commanded by General Piauche, of the city of 
New Orleans, to calculate on the possibility of my having 
occasion to invite the legion to join me. To this suggestion 
the officers of the legion, with the gallant general at their 
head, cordially responded that they would, whenever it 
might be deemed necessary, promptly repair to the frontier, 
delighted with the opportunity of carrying into effect the 
wishes of the President, under whose immediate command 


| many of these officers had distinguished themselves in the 


defense of their city and State in the memorable triumphs 
of December, 1814, and January, 1815. 
All which is submitted for the information of the President 
of the United States. 
With profound respect, EDMUND P. GAINES, 
Major General Commanding. 
To the Hon. Lewis Cass, Secretary of Wer. 


P. 8. I arrived at the city of New Orleans at seven 


| o’clock, a. m., and departed therefrom on board this steam- 


boat at seven o’clock, p. m. yesterday, having taken my 


—— on board the steamboat the Levant, bound from 


Rouge 


ew Orleans for Natchitoches, and to be at Baton 
E. P. G. 


on the Ist of April, Friday next. 


Wasuinoton, April 25, 1836. 

Sir: Yourfetter of the 29th ultimo was received at the 
Department a few days since, but I have been prevented by 
indisposition from giving it an earlier answer. 

I inclose for your information a copy of the memorandum 
of an official conference between the Secretary of State 
and the Mexican Minister, soopneens the present state of 
affairs upon the southwestern borders of the United States. 
You will consider, as a part of your instructions, the decla- 
ration made by the Secretary of State, and govern yourself 
accordingly. 

It is not the wish of the President to take advantage of 
present circumstances, and thereby obtain possession of 
any portion of the Mexican territory. Still, however, the 
neutral duties, as well as the neutral rights of the United 
States, will justify the Government in taking all necessary 
measures to prevent a violation of their territory. Recent 
events induce the belief that the Mexican forces, as well 
as the inhabitants of Texas, must be in a high state of ex- 
In that portion of the country there are many 
Indian tribes whose habitual predisposition to engage in 
war is well known, as is, also, their reckless disregard of 
any of the claims of humanity. And from information which - 
has reached the Government, there is too much reason to 
believe that efforts have been made to induce these Indians 
to join the Mexican troops. It may, therefore, welt be, as 
you anticipate, that these various contending parties may 
approach our frontiers, and that the lives and erty of 
our citizens may be placed in jeopardy. Should this be the 
case, the President approves the suggestion you make; and 
you are authorized to take such position, on either side of 
the imaginary boundary line, as muy be best for your de- 
fensive operations. You will, however, nnder no cireum- 
stances, advance farther than old Fort Nacogdoches, which 


| is within the limits of the United States, as claimed by this 


Government. But you will please to observe, that this per- 
mission will not be exercised, unless you should find such 
an advanced position necessary to afford due security to 
~ frontier in consequence of the unsettled state of things 

you 


‘ ? ou will please to explain fully your views and instruc- 
James Rice Gi , Gillett, Glascock, Granger, | * Heap-Quarrers Western DepaRTMeNT. |! tions to any armed parties who may be marching towards 
Grantland, » Joseph Hall, Hamer, Harlan, Harper, Baton Rouge, March 29, 1836. you. and should they continue to threaten your position, or 
Albert G. Harrison, Samuel 8. Haynes, Sir: I have received, not until yesterday, an official to manifest a design of crossing into the United States, you 
Heister, Holsey, Hopkins, Hunt, Huntington, Huntsman, of your letter of the 23d January by which I have the || are authorized to attack and repel them. _ 
: » Ingham, Jabez Jackson, Janes, Jarvis, Cave || satisfaction to be informed that the President of the United I have this day, by direction of the President, requested 


Henry Johnson, Richard M. Johnson, Ben States has been pleased to direct my immediate attention to || the Governors of Louisiana and Mississippi to cali into 


| 
| 
| 


Jones, Judson, Kennon, Kinnard, Klingensmith, » || the western frontier of the State of in order to || service any militia force you may find necessary for the pro- 

Lawler, Lay, Gideon Lee, Joshua Lee, Luke Lea, if necessary, by force, the neutrality of the United || tection of the frontiers. This be called out for 

Lewis CUS tek Cae ee ae I Biases. , ; : a term of not less than six months from the day they reach 
a 


. 4 “e/ 





te 














I ; 
their rendezvous, to be discharged at any time by the United | the national frontier, to which my attention has been par- 
States. The necessary means will be furnished to the of- |, ticularly directed. He deems it to be the duty of the United 
ficers of the proper staff! departments for such supplies as | States to remain entirely neutral, and to cause their neu 
may be required. | trality to be respected, peaceably if practicable ; forcibly if 

I need hardly say, that the duty committed to you is one || necessary. 
of great importance, as well as of great delicacy ; and I donot |. The thirty-third article of the treaty with Mexico requires 
doubt it will be so executed as to preserve, on the one hand, || both the contracting parties to prevent “ by force all hostil- 
the proper safety of the frontier, while, on the other hand, | ities and incursions on the part of the Indian nations living 
as little cause of offense as possible will be given to any || within their respective boundaries; so that the United 
foreign authority. I have to request that you would keep || States of America will not suffer their Indians to attack 
me regularly advised of your proceedings. the citizens of the Mexican States,” &c. 

L. ©. Gaines, Major General, E. P., Forty Jesvr, Lovis- |, The provision of this article T am particularly instructed 
case. || e soap be ae ; —_ et pursuant to Miadibe 
‘opied fi ne letter-book of the War Department.) || UONS, taken measures to make known to the various Indian 
(Copied from the let J tribes inhabiting that part of the United States bordering on 
| the Mexican territoty, on the waters of the Red and Arkan- 
sas rivers, the determination of the Government to prevent 
any hostile incursions into Texas, and have directed that 
the chiefs be called upon to inculcate upon their people the 
necessity of carefully abstaining from any violation of the 
above-mentioned engagements; and I have moreover in- 
formed them, pursuant to the orders of the President, that 
T will not hesitate to use the force at my disposal for the pur- 
pose of preventing such designs. 

I have learned from several of our citizens entitled to 
credit, that one Manuel Flores, a Mexican Spaniard, but for 
some years past a citizen of “‘Spanish-town,”’ in this State, 
|| near the Sabine ridge, has been lately commissioned by 

| persons professing to act by the authority of the Mexican 
Government, for the purpose of enticing the Indians in the 
western prairies, on our side of the boundary line, to join 









DEPARTMENT OF State, 
Wasuinoton, April 23, 1836. 
Sin: In compliance with your request, I have the honor | 
to tranemita memorandum ofthe substance of what f stated | 
ih an official conference on the 20th instant, with Mr. Gor- 
ostiza, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary 
of the Mexican Republic to the United States. 
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant 
JOUN FORSYTH. 
The Hon. Lewts Cass, Secretary of War. 


Memorandum for Mr. Gorostiza of what was said to him | 
ae Forsyth, in their conference on the 20th of April, 
1836. 


Mr. Forsyth stated to Mr. Gorostiza, that in consequence 
of the Contest in Texas, the movements of some of the citi- || ue ol aary 
zens of the United States on the Red river, and apprehended || them in the war of extermination now raging in Texas, and 
hostile intentions of the Indians in Mexico against the |, that with this view, the agent, Manuel Flores, accompanied 
United States, and of the Indians within the United States || by & stranger, has lately passed up the valley of the Red 
against. Mexico, orders would be given to General Gaines || river, and has already produced excitement among the 
to take such a position with the troops of the United States || Caddo Indians; and 1 have very ‘recently learned from 
as would enable lim to preserve the territory of the United || 8¢Veral intelligent persons in Texas, and others who have 
States and Mexico from Indian outrage, and the territory || lately been there, that many of our Indians have lately gone 
ofthe United States from any violation by Mexicans, Tex- || Over to the Texas side of the line. : 
ians, or Indians, during the disturbances unfortunately ex- || These facts and circumstances present to me the import- 
isting in that quarter, and that the troops of the United || @nt question, whether I am to sit still and suffer these move- 
States would be ordered to protect the commissioners and || ments to be so far matured as to place the white settlements 
surveyors of the two Governments, whenever they should || 7 both sides of the line wholly within the power of these sav- 
mect to execute the instructions to be prepared under the || @¢s, or whether I ought not instantly to prepare the means 
treaty of limits between the United States and the United || for protecting the frontier settlements, and, if necessary, 
Mexican States. Should the troops, in the performance ot || Compelling the Indians to return to their own homes and 
their duty, be advanced beyond the point Mexico might || hunting grounds? I cannot but decide in favor of the last 
suppos Was within the territory of the United States, the || alternative which the question presents ; for nothing can be 
Occupation of the position was not to be taken as an indi- || more evident than that an Indian war commencing on either 
cation of any hostile feeling, or of a desire to establish a || Side of the line will as surely extend to both sides, as that 
possession or claim not justified by the treaty of limits. The || @ lighted quickmatch thrust into one side of a powder mag- 
ogcypation would be precautionary and provisional, and || 4Zine will extend the explosion to both sides. 
would be abandoned whenever (the line being run and the || _ But I am without mounted men, the only description of 
truc limits marked) the disturbances in that region should | force which will enable me to interpose an effectual check 
cease, they being the only motive for it. | to the daily increasing danger which every intelligent citi- 

ae | zen, with whom — ee upon the subject, appre- 

J Po hends; and apprehending, as I do, that the loss of a month, 

ee Eins ' which it would require to submit the case to the decision of 
eee SIANA, Aprit ©, 1809- |! the President of the United States, might prove fatal to a 

_ Sim: I arrived at this place on the 4th instant, since which || large portion of the frontier inhabitants, I have determined 
time I have received information, from various sources, || to solicit of your excellency a brigade, to consist of two or 
waich leaves no doubt in my mind thatu considerable por- || three batalions of volunteers, as many to be mounted as 
tion of several tribes of the Indians residing within our || practicable, to repair to this place as soon as may be con- 
territorial limits have gone over to the Texas side of the || venient, by companies or battalions, t6 receive their arms 
boundary line between the United States and Mexico. | and camp equipage at New Orleans and Baton Rouge. 

Ww hen to this fact is added the reports daily received at 1} There may be eight or ten companies to a battalion. 
this place, that the army of Mexico, commanded by Presi- |} Should the war in Texas be brought to a close without 
deft Santa Anna in person, is rapidly approgching in this || the apprehended Indian hostilitres, the volunteers will, in 
direction through the center of Texas ; that his plan is to put || that ease, be discharged forthwith. 
to death all he finds in arms, and all who do not yield to his 
dictation ; that as soon as he comes to the section of country || dient servant, EDMUND P. GAINES, 
occupied by the Indians in question, on the waters of the Major General commanding. 
Trinidad or Trinity river, they will unite with him in his || To his Excellency, Governor of Louisiana, 
war of extermination ; and that no boundary line, save such | 66 of Mississippi, 
as they find properly guarded with an efficient force, will be 6s of Alabama, 
sufficient to arrest the sanguinary career of these savages, “6 of Tennessee, 

I cannot but deein it my duty to prepare for action. ‘ 
. For this purpose, I have nym of the Governors of War Department, May 4, 1836. 
ouisiana and Mississippi and Tennessee, each a brigade i - : 
and of the State of Alabama a battalion, making altogether Bre: cee Lac maior Racha ae ee and, in 
tliree brigades and one battalion—the whole, or as many of | ony eaaas ita a ne aoa fo : be ee a ote 
them as practicable, to be mounted—to repair to this place ioe “te om ans qi seas rof the U, reed Dtubee fides bots 
ag S00n 28 may be convenient, by bat‘alions or companies. | wee s. Thi Der o h add d th "Go -~ 

This force, though not equal in numbers to that which it | nana tee rL wisinae Biidstec : nT ~ psi ks 
may be my duty to meet in battle, will enable me at least | of the oe Abel im ge rma ihe the *PPls il into 2 i 
to secure the confidence of the frontier settlements, and | tucky, mea fi = ae Taye eee ee all ees eie 
keep them at home to plant their crops; and, moreover, to 1 such militia force ome bh seaen nd necessary in ae into 
enable me to inflict summary punishment on such of the effet See Se tek pven “9 yor G roe 
enemy by whon: they are now menaced as may teach them | 5 lie cermin Braden re Bi Ane re bor Riygg ~ oognes| 
} 








With perfect respect, I have the honor to be your obe- 








to respect us, and in future to pay more regard than they solar cajeae yur Bove 0s eae Te hae, tet ereterate of 
secin now disposed to pay to our rights and treaties. the frontiers, and secondly, as strict a performance of the 
I'shall in the course of a few days address to each one of | neutral duties of the United States as the great object of 
the commanders of the armies in Texas a note calling their || if-defense will permit. You will take pooh i and do no act 
attention to their duties, and apprising them of the course | Swhich as aes Ane ceiuee of eles Go aay eaaat Govers- 
ye ae Tteenae poe Rene in obedience - the 1) @tent. and _ one other hand you will ct permit the 
orders of the President of the United States, should they | ? : ; 
approach our boundary, or suffer the Indians near them o } oes Oe aa y a lac coe corey ie e aard 
stint cs cheat new : - hs 7 . Steen tank bo | wiulerees than the exiguaeton steal seem to require. They 
nave applied for force that “ should the || ; ss : +i 
war in Texas be brought to aclose without the apprehended || OUsht ee nee ae — eee 
= ia volunteers will in that case “ be || aaee that all due economy is preserved “as weil in yourdis 
rged 7? i| ? ° 7 ; ? « 
Thave the teratg to be, very respectfully || bursements as in the preservation and accountability of the 
EDMUND P.GA NEs || public property. Itis very necessary that you should com- 
Maior General commanding. | municate freely to the commanding officers of any military 
Hon. Lewis Cass, Seeretary of War, Washingion Ciy. | banc wna my appronch ihe omer oa ao them, the 
P. S. I inclose a copy of my letters to the Governors of | while you have been ordered to that quarter with a view 
the States above-named. E. P. to the execution of the neutral obligations of the U..i 
States, you have also been instructed to defend their terri- 
| tory from any invasion whatever;and that this duty will be 
executed under any circumstances that may happen. You 
will also remonstrate against the employment of any of the 
Indians. Although the dictates of humanity forbid the use 
of this species of force which cannot be restrained, ‘ 
right of the United States to remonstrate 





Heap-Qvarrers \4 esterRn DerartTMeNt, 

Natcurrocurs, Lovrsiana, o4pril 8, 1836. | 

Sia: The war in Texas, which has of Jate assumed 4 i| 
maiare and savage aspect, has induced the President of 

tne United States to require a considerable ntation 


yet the 
Of the regular foregto be concentrated upon this section of i 
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| these calamities. Whoever calls the Indians into service 








rests Peon ether grounds. From the habits and disposition 
of the Indians, itis well known that the power emipito 
them cannot restrain thetn within the legitimate rules o 
warfare. If they approach the frontiers, they will pay no 
regard to a mere imaginary line, but will carry on their dep- 
ations and massacres wherever inhabitants can be found 
and where there is no force to oppose them. Itis ajtogether 
idle to expect that in such a state of things the frontier set. 
tlements of the United States would not be ex to 


and induces them to approach our border, cannot but be 
aware of the consequences that mustensue. All this you 


will represent to the proper officers, and you will use 
your best exertions to keep such a force from marching 
towards your position; and if they do so, to repel and dis- 
perse it. 
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant 
LEWIS Cass, 


Major General Gaines, Fort Jesup, Louisiana. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG referred to an article in 
the New York Courier and Enquirer, in reference 
to the reception in Mexico of the official report 
of Santa Anna of the taking of the Alamo, the 
rejoicing which had taken place on that account, 
such as the singing of te Deums, &c. His object 
in adverting to this intelligence was to show the 
increased Mexican force in Texas. 

Several members called for the reading of the 
article referred to. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG was not in possession 
of the paper. 

A copy of the Courier alluded to was handed 
to the Clerk by Mr. Cusine, and the paragraphs 
which had been referred to were read. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD rose to submit a propo- 
sition which he thought would be concurred in 
by the committee. e communications which 
they had just heard read were to his mind aston- 
ishing ; and he was not at that time prepared to 
vote on the bill, and desired to have the docu- 
ments printed, so that they might have an op- 
portunity of examining them more closely. The 
motion he intended submitting was, that the 
committee should rise, and then he would move 
to have the documents pa There was 
another thing which he desired to know. He 
wished to know what the Mexican Minister had 
said in reply to the statements made to him by 
the Secretary of State; and when they got into 
the House he said he would move a resolution 
calling on the Department of State to give the 
House that information; so that they would have 
both sides of the question. He desired to know 
what the minister had said, as well as what had 
been said by the Secretary of State. It speared 
to him, from the reading of the papers which he 
had just heard, that the Government had directed 
the commanding general to take a position in- 
side of what had heretofore been considered the 
Mexican line. If so, he feared evil consequences 
would result from it. He wished the papers to 
be. printed, so that every gentleman would have 
an ee of examining them; and with that 
view moved that the committee rise. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG concurred with the gen- 
tleman fron Kentucky. He said this was an 
important question, and they ought to have all 
the information which could be procured in rela- 
tion to it. With this view, he had called: the 
question up at this time, so that the attention of 
the House might be drawn to the subject. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of South Caroilina, said it 
was not his intention to detain the House; but he 
merely wished to rid himself of all responsibility 
in having delayed the passage of this bill fora 
single moment. He would go cordially with gen- 
tlemen in voting this million of dollars, or any 
number of millions that might be deemed neces- 
sary for the defense of the frontiers; but he was not 
willing to overstep the limits prescribed by the 
Constitution, even to defend ourselves. If he was 
not mistaken, Generai Gaines had called om one 
of the brigadier generals of one of the southern 
States for aid; but by what constitutional right 
he had done so Mr. T. was unable to define. 
There was a prescribed mode of calling out the 
military; and under no circumstances ought they 
to be,called out contrary to that. He desire Ml 
know the authority by which General Gaines 
made this call, as well as the authority upon 
which the President had authorized militia to 
called out for six months, or for a longer 
than three months. thy, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD here withdrew the motior 
that the committee rise, at the request of 
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